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Greater Sydney Commission

Foreword

Greenspace is fundamental to the way we live. The Commission  
recognises this in prioritising implementation of the Green Grid 
in the draft District Plans for Greater Sydney released on public 
exhibition on 21 November 2016. 

Communities have told us that open space and liveability are 
important to them. The Metropolitan Greenspace Program is 
an important contributor to the rollout of the Green Grid.  I am 
pleased that the Minister for Planning has increased funding 
for the 2016/17 Metropolitan Greenspace Program round to $4 
million, up from $3 million in 2015/16.  

On behalf of the Greater Sydney Commission, I encourage all 
Councils to submit grant applications and I look forward to 
seeing Green Grid projects delivered across Greater Sydney and 
the Central Coast.

Lucy Turnbull,  
Chief Commissioner

The Green Grid is a connected network of green and blue spaces 
including national, regional and local parks; rivers, wetlands, 
beaches and the harbour; playgrounds and playing fields. 

A more connected network of greenspaces is a strategic and 
more effective way to provide open space benefits for public 
enjoyment. It will contribute to a more productive, sustainable 
and liveable Greater Sydney and Central Coast.

Council’s projects will be eligible for matched State Government 
funding if they contribute to the interconnected green 
infrastructure network and, in the case of Greater Sydney 
Districts, projects identified in the draft District Plans.

I look forward to working together on these important projects.

Roderick Simpson,  
Environment Commissioner
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1. The Green Grid

A Plan for Growing Sydney 2014 
identified the opportunity to 
create a city-wide Green Grid 
to promote a healthier urban 
environment, improve community 
access to recreation and exercise, 
encourage social interaction, 
support walking and cycling 
connections and improve the 
resilience of Greater Sydney. 

The Commission’s draft District 
Plans for Greater Sydney 
(published on 21 November 2016 
and on public exhibition until 31 
March 2017) build on this concept 
and recognise the Green Grid as a 
key asset for future generations. 

The vision for Sydney’s Green 
Grid appreciates Greater Sydney’s 
landscape and recognises 
the diversity of elements and 
connections, including the Blue 
Grid of Sydney’s beaches, estuaries 
and waterways, its variety of parks 
and open spaces and connections 
to bushland, from local pockets of 
native vegetation to  
Sydney Harbour. 

In recognising the different ways 
people use open space now and 
into the future, and by planning for 
open space in the Green Grid, there 
are more opportunities to provide:

• Amenity: Open space, in 
particular less formal open 
spaces such as bushland 
or natural waterways, can 
influence a place’s character, 
with biodiversity and 
waterways having an intrinsic 
value that must be recognised 
when planning at a wider scale.

• Activity: A growing population 
means more people will require 
access to parks and sporting 
grounds for organised sport 
and recreation.

• Accessibility: Spaces that are 
connected through a networks 
of streets, places and public 
areas in ways that make it 
easier to walk or cycle.

The Commission has been working 
with Greater Sydney councils 
through the district planning 
process to identify Green Grid 
priorities for each District. In the 
case of the Central Coast Council, 
the Central Coast Regional Plan 
identifies priorities for improving 
access to and useability of  
open space.

The Green Grid vision and the 
priorities identified in draft District 
Plans and the Central Coast 
Regional Plan form the basis  
of the objectives and priorities of 
the 2016-17 Metropolitan  
Greenspace Program. 

 

Foreword
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2. Program Overview  
 for 2016-17

The Program
The Metropolitan Greenspace Program 
(MGP) was established to invest in links 
between Sydney’s bushland, parks, 
centres and waterways and promote 
public use and enjoyment of these 
spaces. Liveability and Regional Open 
space are important contributors to the 
health of our communities. This annual 
grants program provides seed funding to 
assist councils in Greater Sydney and the 
Central Coast region to deliver projects 
that improve regional open space and a 
community’s liveability. 

Funding 
In 2016-17 $4 million in project funding 
is available to Councils through a 
competitive process. Councils are 
required to match the funding granted 
on a dollar-for-dollar basis. The MGP 
essentially funds projects that contribute 
to the quality of liveability for a 
community. In 2015-16 $3.0 million was 
allocated to 18 projects. Since 1990, over 
$41 million has been allocated to more 
than 600 projects.

Objectives and priorities
The 2016-17 MGP is designed to fund 
projects that contribute to the delivery 
of the Green Grid in the Greater Sydney 
and Central Coast regions. Section 3 
outlines objectives and priorities for 
Greater Sydney’s Green Grid and, in turn, 
the MGP. District-specific priorities have 
been developed with councils through 
the district planning process. Section 4 
outlines the objectives and criteria for 
the Central Coast Green Grid and, in turn,  
the MGP. 

Applications must demonstrate how the 
proposed project aligns with the Green 
Grid objectives and contributes to the 
realisation of priorities. Councils also 
need to demonstrate value for money 
(including a commitment to match the 
funds if granted) and their capability to 
deliver the project within the proposed 
timeframe. 

Assessment criteria
The criteria used to assess applications is 
consistent with previous grants rounds 
and are set out in Section 6 and the 
Glossary.

How to apply
Councils submit applications for 
funding via the application portal on the 
Commission’s website or via email to 
greenspace@planning.nsw.gov.au 

More information on the applications 
process is overleaf and available on 
the Commission’s website MGP Grant 
Applications. 

http://greater.sydney/metropolitan-greenspace-program
http://greater.sydney/metropolitan-greenspace-program
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3.  Objectives and priorities  
for Greater Sydney 

The 2016-17 MGP aligns with the Greater Sydney Regional Plan, A Plan for Growing 
Sydney 2014 (APfGS), in particular, the concept of a city-wide ‘Green Grid ’. 

Extract From A Plan For Growing Sydney

Goal 3: A great place to live with communities that are 
strong, healthy and well connected 

Direction 3.2: Create a network of interlinked, 
multipurpose open and green spaces across Sydney

Sydney’s much loved open spaces, bushland tracks and trails support recreation, 
sporting activity, walking and cycling, and improve the environmental quality and 
liveability of our urban communities.

More than 90 per cent of the city’s residents live within a five to 10 minute walk of 
green space and less than a 30 minute drive from a large regional open space.

A city-wide grid of green and open spaces will promote a healthier urban environment, 
improve community access to recreation and exercise, encourage social interaction, 
support active transport connections to centres and public transport, and improve the 
city’s environmental resilience…

A Plan for Growing Sydney aims to improve the quality of green spaces and create 
an interconnected network of open spaces and parks, tree-lined streets, bushland 
reserves, riparian walking tracks and National Parks. It will also encourage innovative 
uses of these spaces.

Action 3.2.1 Deliver the Sydney Green Grid 

The Government will deliver the Sydney Green Grid by:

 • Continuing to implement the Metropolitan Greenspace Program

2. Program Overview  
 for 2016-17
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The Commission has developed the 
Green Grid concept further in the Greater 
Sydney draft District Plans released 
for public consultation on 21 November 
2016. The draft plans were developed 
in partnership with key stakeholders 
including each Greater Sydney 
Region council and the Office of the 
Government Architect. 

The Green Grid objectives outlined in 
Section 5.6 of each draft District Plan are 
the 2016-17 MGP objectives:

A highly connected and diverse  
network that:

 •  increases access to open space

 •  promotes good health and  
active living

 •  creates new high quality public areas 
and places

 •  makes the urban environment  
more green

 •  enhances green spaces

 •  promotes green skills in bushland and 
waterway care and restoration

 •  improves access to sport and 
recreation facilities

 •  delivers better tools for future open 
space planning.

Priority Projects for 2016-17
Each draft District Plan includes Green 
Grid priority projects identified through 
a collaborative process with councils. 
The previous priorities of the Strategy for 
Sydney’s Trails: Regional Recreation Trails 
Framework, to promote the planning 
and implementation of the recreation 
trails in the Sydney region, have been 
incorporated into the Green Grid.

http://www.greater.sydney/
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4.  Objectives and Priorities  
for the Central Coast 

The Green Grid is also part of the vision outlined in the Central Coast Regional Plan 
2036 and as such, is the basis for the 2016-17 MGP grants round for the Central  
Coast Region. 

Extract from the Central Coast Regional Plan 
Goal 3: Well-connected communities and  
attractive lifestyles 

The region’s abundance of natural assets – beaches, bush and waterways – offers 
attractive lifestyles and settings for a network of centres that service the  
region’s population.

A ‘green grid’ criss-crosses the region allowing residents to connect to a network of 
open space, natural areas and recreational facilities. Protecting the region’s coastal 
areas, water resources and biodiversity has assured the lifestyles, economic prosperity 
and environmental health of the region.

Supporting the region’s urban areas with more open space, recreation, walking, cycling 
and public transport opportunities will encourage more active, healthy lifestyles.

The Central Coast Green Grid 
objectives are the 2016-17 
MGP objectives: 
1.  To improve regionally significant 

open space including links between 
bushland, parks, centres and 
waterways.

2.  To enable more effective public use 
of regionally significant open space.

3.  To improve access to a diverse mix 
of open space opportunities for the 
communities of the Central Coast. 

4.  To promote partnerships between 
State and local government.

5.  To support projects which 
demonstrate a commitment to 
improved outcomes for health, 
sustainability, climate change and 
communities. 

Priorities for 2016-17
In the case of the Central Coast Region, 
the 2016-17 MGP focus continues to 
be implementation of the Regional 
Recreation Trails Framework.

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Regional-Plans/Central-Coast
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Regional-Plans/Central-Coast
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 5. Process overview

The MGP assessment process and timeframes for the 2016-17 grants round are 
outlined below.  

Month Milestone Action

January - March 2017 Opening of 2016-17  
Grants Round

Councils notified.

Online applications  
portal open.

February - April 2017 Pre- eligibility assessment Projects assessed and 
funding streams verified.

April – May 2017 Independent Panel 
assessment

GSC Finance & Governance 
Committee meeting

Score projects against 
criteria.

Review recommendations 
and endorse successful 
projects.

June – July 2017 Ministerial announcement  
of successful projects

Councils formally advised on 
outcome of applications.

Grant invitations sent to 
Councils.

Deed of Agreements 
formalised with Councils.

July 2017 onwards Ongoing monitoring of 
projects commences.
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6. Project Applications

Applications close 31 March 2017

 •  If you are unsure about any of the 
questions or requirements please 
contact the Metropolitan Greenspace 
Program team on 02 8217 2041  
or e-mail greenspace@planning.nsw.
gov.au 

 •  Councils submit applications for 
funding via the application portal or 
using the template and submitting 
via email. 

 •  The application must include a 
signed cover letter from the applying 
council’s General Manager.

 •  Only submit the relevant pages or 
sections of reports referred to in your 
application. It is preferred that you do 
not attach reports in their entirety. 

 •  Collaborative Council submissions 
should nominate a key contact as 
project manager.

Project Eligibility

Eligible projects

To be eligible, applications must 
demonstrate both the following:

1.  Matched funding – Grant funding 
must be matched dollar for 
dollar with cash funding. In kind 
contributions may be included.

2.  Regional status of open space – 
you must demonstrate the regional 
qualities of the open space project 
for which you are seeking funding.

Types of eligible projects

The types of projects eligible for funding 
can be for either capital works or 
planning projects. 

Capital works

The types of capital works that will be 
considered in relation to both new and 
existing open space include:

 •  walking tracks, recreational/bicycle 
trails

 •  provision of play grounds

 •  bushland and environmental 
management or restoration

 •  interpretative signage and 
educational programs associated 
with trails and greenspaces 

 •  conservation works guided by 
appropriate planning and assessment

 •  park and open space development 
and upgrading

 •  provision of recreation facilities

 •  soft landscape works

 •  hard landscape works

The Council or their consultants 
are responsible for providing the 
necessary labour, plant and materials, 
management and supervision — this 
could include working cooperatively 
with the community and relevant 
government agencies.



12

Greater Sydney Commission
M

et
ro

p
o

lit
an

 G
re

en
sp

ac
e 

 
P

ro
g

ra
m

 2
0

16
 –

 2
0

17

Planning projects 

Planning projects that may lead to capital 
works must be justified through an 
assessment of anticipated outcomes. The 
types of planning works that are eligible 
include:

 •  Local Council Open Space Strategies

 •  Regional Open Space feasibility 
studies, master plans or plans of 
management

 •  Recreation trails planning, feasibility or 
master plans (no construction)

 •  Natural/Cultural heritage studies, 
interpretation, archaeological 
investigation, Conservation 
Management Plan, Bushland or 
Vegetation Management Plans

Ineligible projects

The following types of projects are 
ineligible: 

 •  civil works associated with car parks

 •  amenities blocks

 •  seawalls and jetties

 •  funding of personnel or staff positions

Assessment of eligible applications

If eligible, applications will be assessed 
by an Expert Panel against Green Grid 
objectives, Greater Sydney District-
specific priorities1 or in the case of the 
Central Coast, the Regional Recreation 
Trails Framework). Criteria used to assess 
applications are consistent with previous 
grants rounds. They are: 

 •  Regional network 

 •  Recreation values

 •  Landscape design, planning and 
management

 •  Natural heritage 

 •  Cultural heritage

 •  Sustainability, special needs, health 

See Glossary for more information.

A project will also be assessed on its 
value for money and the adequacy of 
information provided as part of the 
application. 

Submission of Applications

The completed application must be 
received by 5:00pm 31 March 2017.

Acknowledgement of receipt of 
application will be via return email.

Notification of Grants

Successful and unsuccessful applicants 
will be notified in writing. Unsuccessful 
applicants will receive feedback on the 
application.

A signed copy of the Deed and 
completed Progress Report is required 
from the successful applicant within one 
month of notification of funding approval.

Councils are asked to nominate a project 
manager for each project and to notify 
the MGP team in writing of any changes 
in project management. Councils are 
responsible for project management and 
budgetary control. 

Grant funding will lapse after 24 months 
unless there is prior approval for 
extension.

1 As identified in the draft District Plans currently on exhibition and available on the 
Commission’s website
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Reporting and Payment

Councils may apply for part payment 
of their grant. The grant funds may be 
separated into a maximum of four (4) 
instalments, within the timeframe set out 
by Council and appropriate to completion 
of relevant stages. 

 •  Each request for payment of an 
instalment is made to the MGP team 
will include an updated status report 
on the project including the invoiced 
amounts for approval by the Program 
Administrator.

 •  Progress reports are required and may 
include photographs and evidence of 
progress at six monthly intervals or at 
project milestones for staged payment 
to be approved by the Program 
Administrator. 

 •  The progress report template is 
available on the Greater Sydney 
Commission website or by  
contacting the MGP team at  
greenspace@planning.nsw.gov.au.

Project Completion and Launch

A Final Report is required at the 
completion of projects, to be included 
with the submission of final payment 
claims. This report should include 
be accompanied by photographs, a 
project launch and evidence of project 
completion.

It is important to launch the project, 
wherever relevant. It is a condition 
of grant funding that the Minister 
for Planning and the Greater Sydney 
Commission be invited to attend any 
formal launch event (or to delegate a 
suitable representative) and that the  
MGP grant funds contributed to the 
project are acknowledged.

13
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14

Greater Sydney Commission
M

et
ro

p
o

lit
an

 G
re

en
sp

ac
e 

 
P

ro
g

ra
m

 2
0

16
 –

 2
0

17

Glossary

For the purposes of completing the Metropolitan Greenspace Program Application 
form the following terms have been defined.

PART A: PROJECT DETAILS

SECTION 1 CONTACT INFORMATION

Term Meaning

Project For the purposes of Program applications the term project 
is deemed to mean the scheme or components that will 
be carried out as a result of being awarded funding, not the 
other components of a larger or staged venture such as a 
master plan of which a project may be part. 

Single Application A Program application made by one Local Government 
Authority. 

Collaborative 
Application 

A collaborative project involves more than one organisation. 
One of the organisations must be a Local Government 
Authority which is responsible for submitting the Program 
Application and appointing a project manager and contact 
person. Other Local Government Authorities or other 
organisations can contribute to the project financially or 
through the provision of land etc. 

SECTION 2 PROJECT SUMMARY

Term Meaning

Capital Works Construction works e.g. installation of playground 
equipment, concrete paths, planting etc.

Planning works Enabling works that are usually required before a project 
can be constructed e.g. master plan, feasibility study.

Cultural Heritage 
studies

Any reports, documents or investigative work relating to the 
cultural heritage of the project.

Natural heritage 
studies 

Any reports, documents or investigative work relating to the 
natural heritage of the project.
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PART B: PROJECT ASSESSMENT

SECTION 3 ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS

Term Meaning

Regional Status Documented evidence that the project makes or has the 
potential to make a recreational contribution to a region 
and not just a local community. For the purpose of the 
Program the term regional open space applies to land 
acquired through the Sydney Region Development Fund. 
A project can be shown to have regional status if it is able 
to support a regional user catchment, where a facility or 
open space will draw users from a wide catchment beyond 
the boundaries of the applicant council(s). This must be 
supported by a documented strategy, policy or plan.

Regional user 
catchment 

A facility or open space which draws or has the potential to 
draw users from a wide catchment beyond the boundaries 
of the applicant council(s) with users expected to drive 30 
minutes or more to use the facility.

Sydney Region 
Development Fund

Development Fund created under section 129 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for the 
acquisition of land for regional purposes in the Sydney 
Region (Greater Sydney and the Central Coast).
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Glossary

Section 4 Regional Network

Term Meaning

Regional Recreation 
Trails Framework 
(RRFT)

The RRTF provides a comprehensive summary of the 
existing and proposed regional trails across the Sydney 
Metropolitan Region. It also identifies key strategic links and 
missing connections. Electronic copies of the Strategy for 
Sydney's Trails: Regional Recreation Trails Framework are 
available from the Department of Planning’s Metropolitan 
Greenspace Program team on 9228 2041 or e-mail 
greenspace@planning.nsw.gov.au. This framework has 
been incorporated into the Sydney Green Grid in the draft 
District Plans as a mapping layer.

Regional Waterway A waterway such as a creek, river, harbour, coastline that 
draws or has the potential to draw users from a wide 
catchment beyond the boundaries of the applicant 
council(s) with users expected to drive 30 minutes or more 
to use the facility.

Section 5 Recreation Values

Term Meaning

Structured sports Competitive sports activities that are organised by clubs or 
other organisations.

Unstructured/ Informal 
sports activities 

Non-competitive sports activities usually involving games 
between friends, families etc.

greenspace@planning.nsw.gov.au
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Section 6 Landscape Design, Planning and Management

Term Meaning

Innovation For the purposes of Section 6 (question 6.4 and 6.5 of the 
application form) applicants should describe any practices 
relating to design, planning, management or maintenance 
that involves a new product or technology, a new method 
of carrying out maintenance etc. New methods in 
community consultation or design processes should also be 
included.

Landscape design 
considerations 

Applicants should explain how they have addressed the 
following design considerations. The following examples are 
a guide only and should not be seen as an exhaustive list 
of potential responses. Each applicant should describe the 
unique qualities of their project.

Urban context The project should respond to its immediate physical and 
cultural surroundings. Consideration should be given to any 
particular issues facing the surrounding area or community 
including population growth, lack of open space, poor 
pedestrian connections etc. How will your project respond 
to those issues? Your project may include the provision of a 
new park in a high density neighbourhood with a scarcity of 
open space; new community garden in a street surrounded 
by apartment blocks.

Landscape character The existing or proposed sense of place of your project 
created through planting, layout of spaces, response to 
existing features such as waterfront, bushland and heritage 
settings. How does your project enhance or protect the 
landscape character of your project? Your project may 
include the removal of weed species and planting of native 
species to improve the integrity of the natural environment. 
Your project may be affected by particular environmental 
concerns such as Bushfires Management, Riparian 
Corridors.

Access & circulation The layout and design of your project should offer 
recreation opportunities that are inclusive of all members 
of the community whatever age, gender, social-economic 
or cultural background. The way in which people of all 
abilities gain access to and move around/along your project 
is also important. How does your project connect with 
the surrounding road and pedestrian network? Does your 
project provide a circuit path rather than a 'dead end'? 
Are the entrances to your project clearly marked, fully 
accessible, and/or provide directional and interpretive 
signage? Are the features in your project such as seating, 
picnic areas etc. visible and fully accessible?
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Glossary

Section 6 Landscape Design, Planning and Management

Term Meaning

Microclimate Microclimate refers to the climate of a small or restricted 
area for example a park near a body of water which may 
cool the local atmosphere, or in heavily urban areas where 
brick, concrete, and asphalt absorb the sun's energy and 
heat up the local atmosphere. Does your project create a 
comfortable microclimate throughout the year and also 
during variations in weather such as maximising seasonal 
opportunities for summer shade, cooling breezes, winter 
sun, and protection from cold winds and shelter from rain? 
How have landscape features such as water bodies, and/or 
existing/proposed bushland been utilised to create inviting 
and enjoyable microclimates?

Visual Quality This refers to the visual sensitivity of the site or place that 
your project applies to and also the aesthetic qualities of 
your project. Are there any important views and vistas to be 
retained? Does your project involve a large structure that 
will change the visual character of the surroundings? What 
mitigation measures have you included as part of your 
project to minimise visual impacts?

Safety & Security The use of lighting, limited planting heights, species 
selection and visual permeability including wall and fence 
locations and heights all contribute to Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED). How have these 
and other principles been incorporated into your project? 

Flexibility Spaces can be designed to be adaptable for local cultural 
activities throughout the year. Can the space(s) within 
your project be used for a variety of uses, now and into 
the future? Are there any multi-purpose areas in your 
project? For example your project may include a large open 
amphitheatre area that is mostly used for unstructured 
sports activities but has the capacity to be used as an 
outdoor cinema and a focus for community events.

Interpretation Interpretation includes but is not limited to physical 
signage and electronic information systems. It extends to 
the explanation of the meaning of a place through public 
art, landscape themes etc. Is your project part of a place 
of heritage significance? Is this explained along a heritage 
trail or other form of interpretation? Have you engaged 
in community consultation to determine if there are any 
particular stories associated with the place?

Ongoing maintenance The consideration of maintenance issues such as whole 
life costing, maximising water conservation, durability of 
materials, low maintenance plant species, graffiti coatings 
etc. during the design process will often have a positive 
effect on the success of a project and its long term use by 
the community. How has your project addressed ongoing 
maintenance issues in the design process? 
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Section 7 Natural Heritage

Term Meaning

Ecological community  A group of species that occur together in a particular area 
of the landscape. For example, there will be a particular 
group of flora and fauna species that are typically found 
in wet, swampy areas and a different group of species that 
occur together in dry, arid areas of the landscape. Whilst 
most ecological communities are recognised by the plant 
species that occur within them, the community includes all 
the organisms that occur in that particular area. 

Endangered Ecological 
Communities (EEC)

An endangered plant community, as listed under the 
NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 and/or 
Commonwealth Environment & Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999.

Threatened species or 
community 

A species or population which in the opinion of the 
Scientific Committee is likely to become extinct in the near 
future unless specific management strategies are applied.

Natural Heritage Natural heritage is the legacy of natural objects and 
intangible attributes encompassing all aspects of the 
natural environment, including flora and fauna. 

Habitat An area or areas occupied, or periodically occupied, by a 
species, population or ecological community; including any 
abiotic or biotic components present (e.g. rocks, soil, water)

19
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Glossary

Section 6 Landscape Design, Planning and Management

Term Meaning

Place or site In the Cultural heritage section of the application the 
phrase place or site is used in order to determine if there 
are any cultural heritage values associated with the place or 
site that the project is located within. The place or site could 
refer to a large park where your project is a small portion 
of the park; a river where your project is only one location 
along its length.

Aboriginal Heritage 
Information 
Management System 
(AHIMS) 

List of recorded Aboriginal Objects and Places managed 
by the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH). The 
Management System includes a database and recording 
cards for all Aboriginal objects, Aboriginal places and other 
Aboriginal heritage values in NSW; a database index of 
archaeological reports and a library of those reports.

Burra Charter The Burra Charter is a set of best practice principles and 
procedures for heritage conservation. It was developed by 
Australia ICOMOS (International Council for Monuments 
and Sites), the Australian group of the international 
professional organisation for conservation. The Burra 
Charter may be applied to a wide range of places - an 
archaeological site, a town, building or landscape. The 
Burra Charter defines various terms and identifies principles 
and procedures that must be observed in conservation 
work. Although the Burra Charter was drafted by heritage 
professionals, anyone involved in the care of heritage 
items and places may use it to guide conservation policy 
and practice www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/
publications/.

Cultural Heritage Cultural Heritage is both tangible and intangible and refers 
to the qualities and attributes associated with places and 
objects that have historic, scientific, aesthetic or social value 
for past, present or future generations.

Cultural Values Cultural values may relate to the place’s history, aesthetic 
qualities, archaeological evidence, social value, Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal values. 

Section 9 Special Needs

Term Meaning

Special Needs Special needs is a term used in clinical diagnostic and 
functional development to describe individuals who 
require assistance for disabilities that may be physical 
or psychological. People with Autism, Down syndrome, 
dyslexia, blindness, or cystic fibrosis, for example, may be 
considered to have special needs.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/publications/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/publications/
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Useful websites

Planning

Greater Sydney Commission Draft District Plans: http://greater.sydney/my-district 

Central Coast Regional Plan 2036: 
www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-Your-Area/Regional-Plans/Central-Coast 

Local Government Benchmark Costs: 
www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Local-Government/Reviews/Benchmark-
Costs/Benchmark-costs-for-local-infrastructure-contributions 

Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED): 
www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_issues/crime_prevention/safer_by_design

Heritage

Australia ICOMOS - Burra Charter: www.icomos.org/australia/

Commonwealth Department Environment and Heritage:  
www.deh.gov.au/heritage/index.html

NSW Environment and Heritage – Cultural Heritage information:  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/cultureandheritage.htm

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists Incorporated (AACAI) –  
Code of Ethics: www.aacai.com.au/about-aacai/code-of-ethics/

Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS):  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/
AboriginalHeritageInformationManagementSystem.htm

Biodiversity

Biodiversity and threatened species resources for local government: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/BiodiversityResources.htm

Threatened Species: www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/index.aspx

Australian Natural Heritage Charter: www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/
publications/australian-natural-heritage-charter 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 :  
www.environment.gov.au/epbc

http://greater.sydney/my-district
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-Your-Area/Regional-Plans/Central-Coast
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Local-Government/Reviews/Benchmark-Costs/Benchmark-costs-for-local-infrastructure-contributions
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Local-Government/Reviews/Benchmark-Costs/Benchmark-costs-for-local-infrastructure-contributions
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_issues/crime_prevention/safer_by_design
http://australia.icomos.org/
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage
http://www.aacai.com.au/about-aacai/code-of-ethics/
http://www.aacai.com.au/about-aacai/code-of-ethics/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/AboriginalHeritageInformationManagementSystem.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/AboriginalHeritageInformationManagementSystem.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/BiodiversityResources.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species
https://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/australian-natural-heritage-charter
https://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/australian-natural-heritage-charter
https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/
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