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LINKING SYDNEY’S GREEN SPACES  
  

Connecting existing parks and public areas with new greenspace corridors and 
enhanced tree canopies will be a new priority funded by the NSW Government to 
develop the city’s Green Grid. 
 
The government will provide $3 million under a metropolitan greenspace program for 
walking trails, bike paths, picnic spots and conservation works with a 
focus on building a network of linkages between high-quality, well-connected 
greenspace areas for the community to enjoy. 
 
Residents of Blacktown, Canterbury, Hornsby, Greenwich, Burwood, Pittwater, 
Manly, Randwick, Rockdale and Sutherland and the Blue Mountains will be among 
the first to benefit from parks and open spaces to be delivered the program this year. 
This will build on $38 million allocated by the NSW Government under the 
Metropolitan Greenspace Program since it began in 1990. 
 
Councils will match NSW Government funding dollar for dollar, to create and improve 
green spaces for their residents. The latest funding will be the first tranche of funding 
to go into projects specifically focused on establishing Sydney’s Green Grid. 
 
Linking existing greenspace with new or enhanced natural corridors provides better 
accessibility options for local residents, enhanced wildlife movement, possibilities for 
pedestrian pathways and cycle ways, safer access for children and assists in 
addressing the urban heat island effect. 
 
Planning Minister Rob Stokes said the Green Grid was a key part of planning and 
building Sydney for the future. 
 
“These projects will help create places for the community to spend their leisure time 
and enjoy the great outdoors with their family and friends. They will also help to fight 
urban heat island effect and cool our city,” Mr Stokes said. 
 
“Creating and improving open greenspace areas is a vital part of ensuring that, as 
our city gets bigger, it gets better as well.” 
 
The Greater Sydney Commission is responsible for delivering the Metropolitan 
Greenspace Program grants. 
 



 

 

The Greater Sydney Commission’s Environment Commissioner Rod Simpson said 
increasing green space is crucial in building a more sustainable and resilient Sydney. 
 
"We need to think of our open space and watercourses as interconnected systems - 
the "blue and green grids" that are the green infrastructure of the city and essential 
for maintaining and improving ecological and human health," Mr Simpson said. 
 

 
 




