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WORK IN PROGRESS

"Greater Sydney Commission
coordinating and connecting
ideas and plans for Sydney, by
listening and engaging with all"
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
"The Greater Sydney Commission is an
unprecedented opportunity to lead dialogue
on the economic, social and environmental
future of Sydney. The Commission has the
capacity, through strategic planning and
development decisions, to achieve world
class metropolitan planning for Sydney.
The Commission will help ensure that
we experience ongoing improvement in
productivity, liveability and environment
quality"

GPOP
Sydney CBD Macquarie Park

North West
Growth Centre

Norwest

- Rob Stokes, Minister for Planning

Penrith

Catalysts for GPOP
In 1999, the Parramatta Regional Environmental Plan (REP)
was one of the first planning instruments to focus on the
establishment of Parramatta as a key regional economic
centre. The plan considered a region that included the
Parramatta City Centre, Harris Park, Rydalmere, Camellia,
North Paramatta, Westmead and Granville. In 2013 the REP
was repealed and eventually replaced by Parramatta City
Council LEP 2011.
Parramatta continues to gain momentum as Sydney’s
second CBD through major public and private sector
investment and support. The newly formed Greater Sydney
Commission is tasked with the delivery of the vision in the
legacy REP, and to build upon and bring together the work
already undertaken by various state agencies.
A proposed light rail link will increase travel choices, bring
a new level of connectivity to the GPOP area and unlock
development potential along its alignment.

In the absence of a comprehensive planning strategy for the
Light Rail Corridor area, which extends from Westmead to
Strathfield (via Sydney Olympic Park) and up to Carlingford,
the Greater Sydney Commission has been tasked with
delivering a strategic vision for the area to feed into the
District Planning process.

Blacktown
Western Mo

torway - M4

Macquarie Park

Westmead

Prospect
Reservoir

The vision will draw together a coherent narrative that links
major public and private sector projects and investments, to
articulate the potential and longer term aspirations of the
area. Government spending alone in this area is projected
to total approximately $8 billion over the coming years. The
vision will also support the Transport for New South Wales
(TfNSW) lead development of the Parramatta Light Rail
project.
Ensuring high levels of engagement and transparency are
some of the Greater Sydney Comissions key values. To ensure
that all major stakeholders are part of creating a vision for
GPOP, a collaboration group was created that comprising
of the City of Parramatta and eight State agencies, with
special interest agencies joining as required (e.g. Venues
NSW, Powerhouse Museum, Land and Housing Corporation,
Parramatta Park Trust and Western Sydney University).

orway
M2 Mot

Parramatta CBD
Sydney Olympic Park

Gladesville

Sydney CBD

Bankstown

Liverpool

orway
M5 Mot

Hurstville
South West
Growth Centre

Western Sydney Airport +
Employment Area

Sydney CBD Airport/Port Botany

Figure 1.

Greater Sydney Commission

Sydney
Harbour

otorw
ay

Greater Parramatta and the Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) is
located within the emerging city of Greater Parramatta
and spans 13km east-west and 7km north-south. It covers
4,000 ha in the geographical centre of Sydney and is the
heart of the West Central District. GPOP is set to undergo
a significant rate and scale of growth in any part of Sydney
over the next 20 years.

Delivering a Vision for Greater Parramatta and
the Olympic Peninsula

M7 M

Overview

Metropolitan context map
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GPOP presents 4 major opportunities

12 Directions to drive the GPOP Vision

Nine collaborative working sessions held over 3 months, generated a comprehensive list of issues and opportunities across
20+ suburbs within the GPOP area. These topics ranged from strategic and city based issues such as future population
demands, affordable housing and traffic and transport upgrades, to local issues including contaminated land, heritage and
character conservation and the protection of endangered species and habitats.

Today, Sydney is a metropolis of 4.3 million and its focal point is the Sydney CBD. Looking ahead, GPOP will be the
connected, creative and unifying central heart of Sydney as it grows to 6 million in 2036 and 8 million in 2056. Having
started the conversation, the Commission has collated many ideas and is focused on driving 12 Directions to deliver the
GPOP Vision:

The synthesis of these individual pieces of information revealed four key quarters within GPOP: (1) Parramatta City
Westmead Health + Education Super Precinct; (2) Next Generation Living Camellia – Carlingford; (3) Central Advanced
Technology, (4) Urban Services + Industry; and Olympic Park Lifestyle Super Precinct.
1

1

2

Parramatta City
Westmead Health +
Education Super Precinct

2

Sustain strong investment momentum in the
principal economic anchors of Parramatta City,
Westmead and Olympic Park.

Next Generation Living
Camellia - Carlingford

Support Westmead as a world-class health and
education precinct, with a vibrant main street along
Hawkesbury Road and a walkable connection
through to Parramatta, to become a 'Health City'.

Carlingford

3

4

Foster a world class education, research and
enterprise environment across Parramatta City,
Westmead, Rydalmere and Olympic Park.

Eastwood

Foster world class sports, entertainment, cultural
and arts destinations across Parramatta City,
Rosehill and Olympic Park.

Telopea
Denistone
Dundas

Westmead

5

West Ryde

Rydalmere
Victo

Parramatta CBD

ria Ro
ad

Transform Camellia, Rydalmere, Silverwater and
Auburn into 21st century hubs for urban services,
advanced technology and knowledge.

6

Support Olympic Park and surrounds to evolve
into an inclusive place for active and green living,
health and wellness.
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Strengthen Parramatta as a central 30-minute
city, with good connectivity within GPOP and
beyond to the north, south, east and west.
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Auburn

650

1,300

2,600

3,900
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Flemington

Olympic Park Lifestyle
Super Precinct

GREATER PARRAMATTA AND THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA: CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY
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Make Parramatta River a great living waterway and
connector, where people enjoy walking, cycling and
safe swimming.

Strathfield

5,200
Meters

Celebrate Parramatta’s rich history and the
extraordinary diversity of people in the city’s
central heart.

North Strathfield

Lidcombe

Central Advanced Technology,
Urban Services + Industry

10

Adopt a 5-10% affordable housing target for major
renewal areas, to support the most vulnerable and
essential workers.

Concord West

4
0

Deliver a rich mix of housing to create inclusive
and diverse ‘inner-city’ liveability across GPOP, to
attract and retain talent.

ay

Sydney Olympic Park

3

8

Figure 2.

Deliver great urban design and environmental
excellence within the built environment and
public spaces.

GPOP Quarters
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Greater Sydney Commission

Source: SJB Architect
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OVERVIEW
The Greater Sydney Commission (the
Commission) has been tasked by the Minister
for Planning to provide assistance on the
development of an “Olympic Corridor Plan
in conjunction with the Parramatta Light
Rail and the revitalisation and activation of
the Parramatta region as Sydney’s second
CBD through integrated land use decision
making”.
In consultation with the Department of Planning &
Environment (DPE), the Commission has resolved that
assistance was required to lead the co-creation of a shared
and substantiated strategic vision for Greater Parramatta and
the Olympic Peninsula (GPOP). DPE will retain responsibility
for the preparation of a more detailed Land Use and
Infrastructure Strategy for the Precinct Growth Area as
nominated in the NSW Metropolitan Plan: A Plan for Growing
Sydney.
The Commission engaged SJB to facilitate and record a
series of collaborative workshops with government agencies
and key stakeholders within the GPOP area, as part of a
broader stakeholder engagement strategy supporting the
development of a shared vision.

GPOP'S 6 STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES
The Commission has identified six strategic advantages of
GPOP. These are detailed in 'The Greater Parramatta and the
Olympic Peninsula Strategic Vision: Evidence Base' report
prepared by SGS, and are:
•

Metropolitan centrality

•

It’s where Global Sydney meets Western Sydney

•

Great city scale assets, environs and liveability

•

Rich history, culture and diversity

•

Transformative change is on the horizon

•

More affordable urbane lifestyle
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PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

Metropolitan
Strategy

This report provides an overview of the project process to
date, as well as a high level summary of the challenges,
opportunities and future aspirations for GPOP, as identified
by stakeholders, professionals and Councils during the nine
working sessions.

Executive Summary
District Plans

21ST CENTURY LIVING AND BUSINESS DISTRICT, COMPRISING INDUSTRY, RESEARCH,
EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, RETAIL, RECREATION, ENTERTAINMENT AND RESIDENTIAL USES.
The Camellia Precinct is identified as a Priority Revitalisation Precinct in
A Plan for Growing Sydney’s Greater Parramatta to Olympic Peninsula
Priority Growth Area, an area expected to grow significantly over the next
20 years and strengthen Parramatta’s status as Sydney’s second CBD.
Developing a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy (the Strategy) for the
Camellia Precinct to underpin the future redevelopment of the area has
been identified as a priority for the NSW Government.

Land Use and
Infrastructure Strategy

The purpose of this report is to:
•

Provide supporting information to the GPOP Strategic
Vision Document;

•

Provide a consolidated and fair representation of
stakeholder, agency and Council views; and

•

This Strategy has been prepared by the Department of Planning and
Environment (the Department) and Parramatta City Council (Council)
to guide the future redevelopment of the precinct, building on Council’s
2014 Discussion Paper titled Camellia – 21st Century Business, Industry
and Entertainment Precinct. The Strategy is informed by an analysis,
identifying opportunities for renewal in the Camellia Precinct.
The Strategy provides a framework to facilitate the redevelopment of
Camellia to become a productive, connected, sustainable and liveable
place. Opportunities for new residential areas and continued employment
growth in the precinct have been identified.

Priority Precincts

Redevelopment will be focused around a new town centre located close
to transport connections in an attractive place for people to live, work
and visit. The new community, and surrounding areas, will enjoy enhanced
public access to the Parramatta River through new waterfront parks,
connecting the precinct to Parramatta CBD and Sydney Olympic Park.

Provide a high level summary of the issues and
opportunities within GPOP, identified during the working
sessions.

A revitalised Grand Avenue will act as a catalyst for a new business
activity corridor capitalising on improved public transport and amenity.
The precinct will allow for the retention of employment generating uses
due to its strategic location and will create opportunities to develop
Camellia as an ‘Innovation Precinct’, including becoming a hub for
research and emerging technologies.

Limitations of report:
•

This report provides a summary of the nine working
sessions that focuses the key, big picture issues and
opportunities for different areas within GPOP. It is not an
in-depth data or urban analysis of the area.

N

Land Use and Transport

m

An infrastructure analysis identified that whilst there is some existing
capacity in infrastructure services, there are also existing constraints and
capacity issues that will need to be addressed. To support any future
growth, new road and transport connections, intersection upgrades,
social infrastructure and public open space will be required. Further
investigation is required to determine the necessary infrastructure for
growth including, delivery timeframes and funding arrangements.

Camellia Precinct – Land Use and Infrastructure Analysis

GPOP Strategic Vision

Development
Assessments

1
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RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER DOCUMENTS
The Greater Parramatta and the Olympic Peninsula Strategic
Vision feeds into the West Central District Plan as well as the
Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy prepared by DPE.

GPOP

The diagram opposite illustrates a high level document
hierarchy.
This report should be read in conjunction with other
evidence base reports supporting the GPOP Strategic Vision,
including:
•

The Greater Parramatta and the Olympic Peninsula
Strategic Vision: Evidence Base by SGS; and

•

Business Round Table Engagement report by the
Commission, which were also prepared as part of the
project process.

CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY
Parramatta has a high effective job density.

Greater Parramatta and the Olympic Peninsula

Effective job density
W e s(EJD)
t C e nist raa measure
l D i s t r i c tof agglomeration. The EJD score of a locality is given by the
number of jobs in that location plus all the jobs that can be reached from that location divided by the
travel time involved, weighted by mode split. Here, jobs are a proxy for economic orVbusiness
mass.
ERSION 12
21 SEPTEMBER 2016

Behind Global Sydney, Parramatta has a high effective job density (EJD) of 87,600 jobs (refer to Figure
10).

Stakeholder Engagement
Research Evidence
G URE 1 0. E FFE C T IVE JO B D E NS I T Y ACRO SS SY DNE Y
Summar y by FISJB
Base by SGS

0

650

1,300

2,600

3,900

5,200
Meters

Source: SGS Economics and Planning
(this document)

The EJD is greater than the EJD for Macquarie Park and Chatswood (refer to Figure 11). This highlights
that Parramatta is an accessible location for employment. The rest of the GPOP corridor similarly has a
high EJD due to its proximity to Sydney CBD and Parramatta.

7
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PLANNING & POLICY CONTEXT
METROPOLITAN CONTEXT
GPOP was identified within NSW's most recent metropolitan
plan, A Plan for Growing Sydney (2014), as a new priority growth
area for Sydney.
GPOP spans 13km east-west and 7km north-south, and
covers 4,000 ha in the geographical centre of the Sydney
Metropolitan Area. The area is set to experience the greatest
rate and scale of growth over the next 20 years of any part of
Sydney.

GPOP

Considered as a whole, GPOP is an economic priority
alongside the Sydney CBD to Airport / Port Botany, the
Sydney CBD to Macquarie Park, and the Western Sydney
Airport and Employment Area. The location of GPOP at
the centre of these areas assists in reinforcing the area’s
significance to growing Greater Sydney.

Sydney CBD Macquarie Park
Norwest

DISTRICT CONTEXT
Penrith
Blacktown
Western M
otorway M

Prospect
Reservoir

Macquarie Park

Parramatta CBD

Gladesville

M7 M

Sydney
Olympic
Park

West Central
Auburn
Bankstown
Blacktown
Holroyd
Parramatta
The Hills

Sydney CBD

torway

M5 Mo

North
Blue Mountains
Hawkesbury
Penrith

Sydney
Harbour

Bankstown

Liverpool

West

URBAN ANALYSIS

torway

M2 Mo

Westmead

4

otorw
ay

Sydney is comprised of six regions that share strategic
characteristics, and will be addressed in the District Plans.
Greater Parramatta is located at the heart of the West Central
District which also includes Auburn, Bankstown, Blacktown,
Holroyd and the Hills area.

Hornsby
Hunters Hill
Ku-Ring-Gai
Lane Cove
Manly
Mosman
North Sydney
Pittwater
Ryde
Warringah
Willoughby

Hurstville

PARRAMATTA

DNEY

SYDNEY

South West
Camden
Campbelltown
Fairfield
Liverpool
Wollondilly

South
Canterbury
Hurtsville
Kogarah
Rockdale
Sutherland

Central
Ashfield
Botany Bay
Burwood
Canada Bay
Leichhardt
Marrickville
Randwick
Strathfield
Sydney (City of)
Waverey
Woollahra

Area

Six Regions

xisting
realise

Greater
Sydney
Commission
In examining
this
metropolitan conurbation in more detail, Sydney
is comprised of six key regions or jurisdictions in terms of strategic
planning decisions and processes. Parramatta is located in the West

Figure 3.

Western Sydney Airport +
Employment Area

Sydney CBD Airport/Port Botany

Source: Parramatta Strategic Framework
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GPOP'S 6 STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES
GPOP: A SIGNIFICANT SCALE
A successful ‘CBD’ is not solely based on its commercial
centre but a collection of interrelated assets that often
include health, economic, education and cultural facilities as
well as major open spaces.

Westmead Hospital +
University of Sydney + WSU

Parramatta CBD

GPOP

Sydney

Sydney CBD

WSU Rydalmere

GPOP
It is important to think about the GPOP area as an entire
corridor of assets and precincts that will be further integrated
through investments in infrastructure, particularly the
Parramatta Light Rail.

University of Sydney
Rydalmere, Camellia, Silverwater,
Auburn Services + Industry

Comparing GPOP to the nearby geographic context of
the Sydney CBD reveals the existing assets. Across the
13 kilometre corridor, GPOP contains: a CBD precinct in
Parramatta; a strategic industrial lands precinct across
Silverwater, Rydalmere and Camellia; a sports and recreation
precinct at Sydney Olympic Park; and health and education
precincts at Westmead and Rydalmere (refer to Figure 23).

RPA Hospital
Moore + Centennial Park

Sydney Olympic Park
Alexandria, Beaconsfield,
Mascot Services + Industry
Prince of Wales Hospital

Sydney's CBD
The ‘image’ of Global Sydney is not confined to the
downtown CBD grid (from Circular Quay to Central and
Elizabeth Street to Barangaroo). It encompasses the ‘grid’
plus a collection of supporting adjacent assets extending to
the University of Sydney and the RPA Hospital, cultural and
recreational institutions such as the theatres at Walsh Bay
and the Art Gallery of NSW, surrounding mixed-use suburbs,
and open space assets such as The Domain, Hyde Park and
even perhaps Centennial Park. The commercial centre of
North Sydney is often included in the expanded image of the
Sydney CBD.

UNSW

Figure 4.

Sydney CBD network of places & assets

Figure 5.

Sydney CBD network of places & assets

Source: SGS

GPOP

4,000 ha

GREATER PARRAMATTA AND THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA: CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY

Sydney

2,500 ha
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11
•

Greater Sydney Commission

	

28
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OVERVIEW
COLLABORATIVE WORKING SESSIONS

This chapter provides a high level summary of
the key issues, opportunities and aspirations
for GPOP, identified through the nine working
sessions with multiple government agencies
and key stakeholders.

The GPOP Collaboration Group was established to cocreate a shared strategic vision for Greater Parramatta and
the Olympic Peninsula, based on an understanding of the
current and aspirational conditions.

SJB in partnership with the Commission, facilitated nine
working sessions with the GPOP Collaboration Group over a 3
month period.

The Collaboration Group comprised of two categories of
stakeholders; Tier 1 and Tier 2. Tier 1 collaborators held
knowledge relevant to the whole corridor, while Tier 2
collaborators held knowledge relevant to particular sites or
areas with GPOP.

The key issues, opportunities and aspirations that emerged
from these working sessions have been organised and
presented in this chapter under the following broad themes:
•

Major Planning Activities 	

•

Employment Lands	

•

Places To Live	

•

Getting Around	

•

Transport Needs	

•

Environment	

•

Places To Learn	

•

Cultural Assets	

•

Opportunity Sites

The responsibilities of the Group were to:
•

•

Share and receive information, insights and resources
necessary to support the success of the Collaboration
Group; and
Participate in the co-creation of key outcomes and
output through intensive working sessions.

Tier 1 Collaborators:

Tier 2 Collaborators:

•

Greater Sydney Commission (the Commission)

•

Western Sydney University (WSU)

•

Department of Planning and Environment (DPE)

•

Westmead Alliance

•

Office of the Government Architect (OGA)

•

Venues NSW

•

City of Parramatta Council (CoP)

•

Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS)

•

Transport for NSW (TfNSW)

•

•

Parramatta Light Rail project team (TfNSW - PLR)

Land and Housing Corporation (LAHC) – Telopea
Redevelopment

•

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS)

•

Property NSW – Rydalmere and departmental relocations

•

Health Infrastructure NSW (HINSW)

•

Parramatta River Catchment Group

•

Sydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA)

•

Sydney Water

•

UrbanGrowth NSW (UGNSW) – Parramatta Road &
Parramatta North project teams

•

NSW Department of Education and Training (DET)

•

Parramatta Park Trust

T

The purpose of the working sessions were to create:
•
A coherent narrative linking major projects of local, state,
and national interest;
•
Shared articulation of the aspirations/potential; and
•
Shared understanding of the ‘base condition'.
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Collaborative workshops
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5,200
Meters

Focusing on the
whole corridor

Harris Park,
Rosehill, Silver water
Industrial, Camellia
Date: 7 June 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 17

Westmead,
Parramatta North,
Parramatta Park,
Stadium
Date: 21 June 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Westmead
Hospital Executive Unit
Attendees: 22

Project

Greater Sydney Comission

Parramatta CBD
Date: 5 July 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 21

Working Session 2

Working Session 3

GREATER PARRAMATTA AND THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA: CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY

Working Session 4

EE

T

Camellia Town Centre
Rosehill Gardens,
Rydalmere WSU,
Government Property
site, Rydalmere
industrial area,
Telopea

T

Job No.

Not to Scale

Key

5522

GPOP

Working Session 1

TR

RD

Date: 26 May 2016
Time: 2.30-5:00pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 17

UR
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3,900

YARD

2,600

RTON

Date: 10 May 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 14

1,300

ADDE

Mobilisation &
project plan

650
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Working Session 5
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Drawing

Working Session 6

Major structuring
elements: transport

ST PATRICK’S
MARIST COLLEGE

Date: 26 July 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Novotel, SOP
Attendees: 17
Telopea

Date: 19 July 2016
Time: 2:30-5pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 20

Study area boundary - for discussion

SOPA, Wentworth
Point-Rhodes,
Carter Street,
Homebush Triangle

Revision

01

18/07/2016

Date: 2 August 2016
Time: 12-5pm
Location: Transport
Management Centre at
Eveleigh, TfNSW
Attendees: 27

Program review
Date: 30 August 2016
Time: 12-1.30pm
Location: Greater Sydney
Commission, Parramatta
Attendees: 18

SJB Architects
Level 2, 490 Crown Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010
T 61 2 9380 9911 sjb.com.au
SJB Architecture (NSW) Pty Ltd ACN 081 094 724
Adam Haddow 7188 John Pradel 7004

Working Session 7

Working Session 8

Business Round
Table + program
review
11

DRAFT CONFIDENTIAL
WORK IN PROGRESS

MAJOR PLANNING ACTIVITIES
There are a significant number of projects
set to be delivered in the GPOP area
over the next decade. The extent of this
change has been termed a "once in a
lifetime transformation". Members of the
Collaboration Group identified the following
opportunities and challenges in relation to
major projects and planning in the GPOP
area.

Parramatta Square and WSU
Parramatta CBD Campus

Riverbank Development
Project

Horwood Avenue Civic Link

Western Sydney Stadium

Museum of Applied Arts and
Sciences (MAAS)

Parramatta North Urban
Transformation (PNUT)
Program

Parramatta Light Rail

Old Kings School
transformation to the
O'Connell Street Primary
School

Arthur Phillip High School
and Parramatta Public
School

Westmead Upgrade of
Clinical Services and
Redevelopment

Riverside Theatre Upgrade

Mays Hill Precinct, O’Connell
Street & Parramatta Park
Heritage Restoration

Opportunities

PARRAMATTA
CBD
To Parramatta

Hassall Stree

t

Auto Alley

Parramatta Ring Roads

Challenges
•

Timing and coordination for many projects in
Parramatta CBD is critical to 'get right'. For example, the
redevelopment of the Horwood Place Precinct serves
as the catalyst for the creation of the new Civic Link, but
relies on the relocation of the city centre's parking to a
new facility at 189 Macquarie Street;

•

PLR will require major structural changes in the road
network, which needs to be carefully managed; and

•

The Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan was identified as
needing to amplify its focus as a destination for activities
other than major sporting and recreational events.

Greater Sydney Commission

Camellia Town Centre

Sydney Olympic Park Master
Plan

Granville

Parramatta Road Urban
Transformation (PRUT)

Parramatta CBD Planning
Framework Review

Carter Street, Lidcombe

Urban Surf Park

Existing Rail Corridor
Existing Rail Station

Ermington

P

Possible Freight Line Relocation
Activity Corridor
Town Centre

er

Mixed Use/Residential
Mixed Use/
Entertainment

d
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Heavy Industry
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Public Recreation
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The proposed Camellia Town Centre will leverage the
light rail and revitalise Rosehill Gardens.

M4 M
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ay

Public Transport
Corridor

Rydalmere

Grand Avenue

Drive
6

Rosehill

Potential Long Term
Road Connection

Road

Silverwater
De

Str
ee

t

rby
S
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e

t

To Sydney Olympic Park

Environmental
Protection
Precinct Boundary

Silve

The Parramatta Road Urban Transformation Program has
already undertaken detailed planning and urban design
studies, and will facilitate the change across multiple
LGAs; and

Victoria

iv

•

Preferred Road
Connection

UWS

aR
att
ram
ar

•

M4 Motorway
Existing Road
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Parramatta Light Rail (PLR) will bring an unprecedented
level of connectivity between residential, employment,
cultural and education precincts within GPOP, providing
a reliable and sophisticated public transport service;

Figure 1 – Parramatta CBD Planning Proposal area
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EMPLOYMENT LANDS
Greater Parramatta and the Olympic
Peninsula has a diverse economic base
with three key activity centres: Westmead;
Parramatta CBD; and Sydney Olympic Park
(SOP). There are also significant industry and
service areas at Camellia, Silverwater, Auburn
and Rydalmere.

THREE ECONOMIC ENGINES
1. Parramatta CBD
Working session five focused entirely on Parramatta CBD due
to the complexity of issues and quantum of projects that are
either planned or currently underway.
Parramatta is the business centre of Western Sydney. It
is Australia’s third largest economy with more than 20
percent of Australia’s top 500 companies who have a strong
presence there. The city is in a strong position to attract
a critical mass of knowledge firms, including educational
institutions, convention facilities, retail, leisure, art and
cultural experiences. Auto Alley, south of the rail line, provides
potential for commercial expansion, including a large floor
plate office development.
Working session participants identified the importance of
reinforcing Parramatta’s identity and role within Sydney’s job
market by improving the quality and quantum of office floor
space, as well as reinforcing the distinct offer and experience
through the design of open space, food and beverage,
transportation and accessibility, and opportunities to live/
work in the CBD. The City of Parramatta (CoP) reinforced
the importance of ensuring there is capacity for long-term
employment growth in Greater Parramatta, particularly in its
CBD and Westmead, by controlling the scope and scale of
residential development within the commercial core.
Parramatta CBD also benefits from access to a significant
number of skilled workers who live within a 30-minute travel
catchment.

2. Westmead
Westmead is the eastern anchor of GPOP - a world class
health, science, education and research cluster. In 2011,
Westmead contained 11,500 jobs and this is projected to
grow to up to 30,000 over the next 20 years.
Working session participants recognised that through its
revitalisation, Westmead must come of age in the 21st
century as a ‘Health City’. For Westmead to become a true
‘Health City’ it will need to offer world-class healthcare,
medical education and research, technological hubs, a
diversity of housing types, access to high quality urban
services as well as a quality wellness and living experiences.
Hundreds of workers and students currently access the
area daily but tend not to stay due to the lack of urban
life in Westmead; access and safety concerns in accessing
Parramatta CBD; and the night time economy, which is yet
to rival other places in Sydney. Westmead is positioned to
complement the Parramatta CBD.

Greater Sydney Commission

3. Sydney Olympic Park Town Centre
Sydney Olympic Park (SOP) has evolved into a fast-growing,
and sometimes vibrant economic centre, with over 210
organisations, restaurants, cafes and essential retail services
that together employ approximately 17,000 employees.
During the working sessions, Sydney Olympic Park
Association (SOPA) identified a desire to triple the amount of
retail floor space within the precinct in the future. Research
by SGS also identified SOP as a growing financial services
precinct.
SOPA promotes the combination of ‘green buildings within
a green campus’ as a leading advantage that underpins the
Park’s emergence as a hub for commercial and residential
development in the years ahead.

URBAN SERVICES & INDUSTRIAL AREAS
A sizable cluster of industrial lands are located across
Rydalmere, Camellia, Silverwater and Auburn, forming
Greater Parramatta's key employment lands and playing
a critical role in supporting the function and growth of
Parramatta as Sydney's second CBD. These industrial lands
contain an expanding advanced manufacturing centre
as well as possessing significant freight, logistics and
wholesaling uses that capitalise on its central location.
These urban service and industrial areas were discussed at
length in three of the nine working sessions. Overall there
was a desire to draw on the Olympic Legacy of SOP by
supporting innovation and knowledge jobs through the
growth of new industries including clean technologies,
eco‑industries, advanced manufacturing and logistics.
This could include things like essential waste and resource
recovery.

4. Rydalmere Industrial Precinct
The 104 ha Rydalmere Industrial Precinct is located three
kilometres from the Parramatta CBD. It is characterised by
industrial/business uses ranging considerably in size, industry
sector and operation.
CoP has a vision to transform Rydalmere into a hightechnology business park and knowledge precinct to house
businesses in this sector that will benefit from its proximity
to and partnerships with the neighbouring University. To
support and deliver this vision, CoP is undertaking a series of
planning studies to inform a masterplan for the precinct that
repositions it as an advanced technological and industrial
business park.

5. Camellia
Camellia was identified as being critical to retain as
employment generating land due to its strategic location.
The idea of establishing a long-term goal to increase
employment density, improve connections and transform
Camellia into a ‘green industries’ hub resonated with the
Collaboration Group. However during Council’s previous
community consultation for the Camellia Discussion Paper,
a large number of industrial landowners and lessees in the
area indicated a preference to continue operating in as they
are now, due to significant investment into infrastructure,
proximity to regional road networks, access to existing
markets in the Parramatta area and the precinct’s strategic
location within a rapidly growing Western Sydney. As such,
any major shifts in Camellia's land use and function other
than the proposed Camellia Town Center, are likely to be in
the long term.

6. Silver water
Silverwater is a successful industrial and service area. Similar
to Rydalmere and Camellia, the Collaboration Group saw
potential for the area to diversify its economic base through
high technology industries, advanced manufacturing and
food related industry that value a strategic location in the
centre of Sydney. The scale and ownership within these
precincts present a unique opportunity to deliver a wider
range of land uses and to facilitate community benefits.

7. Auburn
The Auburn Industrial Precinct was investigated in detail
by UGNSW during the PRUTs process. The work identified
potential for Auburn to build upon its strengths as an
employment hub by further diversifying its economic base
through high-tech industries, advanced manufacturing
and food-related industries that requires proximity to key
markets. Auburn offers the opportunity to bring larger land
holdings to the market to deliver a wider range of land uses
and to facilitate community benefits such as additional open
space, community facilities and the potential expansion of
the North Auburn Public School.

8. Clyde
Clyde is planned to remain as important employment lands.

The WSU Rydalmere campus adjoins the industrial area
and generates over 1,000 jobs within the precinct, with the
primary focus being higher education.
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PLACES TO LIVE
The Greater Parramatta and the Olympic
Peninsula has the potential to offer a great
range of housing choices and support the
creation of vibrant areas that meet the
population's future needs and lifestyles.

located close to transport connections in an attractive place
for people to live, work and visit. The new community, and
surrounding areas, will enjoy enhanced public access to the
Parramatta River through new waterfront parks, connecting
the precinct to Parramatta CBD and Sydney Olympic Park.
The revitalised Grand Avenue will act as a catalyst for a new
business activity corridor capitalising on improved public
transport and amenity.

CURRENT RENEWAL PROJECTS
A number of projects are underway within the GPOP area
that are set to increase the housing mix and supply to cater
for Western Sydney's growing population.

Parramatta City
Between 2011 and 2036, the population for the city of
Parramatta is forecast to increase by 194,156 persons (95.56%
growth), at an average annual change of 2.72% (forecast.id).
Discussions in the working sessions were generally positive
about this scale of development needed to meet future
demand, as it is seen to enable a more vibrant and active city
throughout the day and night.
An expanded core of Parramatta CBD and Auto Alley
deos not permit residential development under City of
Parramatta's planning proposal for amendments to the LEP.
As a result, the edges of the CBD are experiencing substantial
residential development.

Rydalmere Government Surplus Land
The site comprises two adjoining land parcels; the Ageing,
Disability and Home Care (ADHC) facility and the former
Macquarie Boys High School (MBHS). Property NSW is
seeking to redevelop the site as a mixed-use precinct, with a
significant portion dedicated to residential units. The working
sessions identified a further opportunity to utilise the site in
a way that better supports the establishment of a Rydalmere
Education Precinct, linking in with WSU's main campus,
education and research programs and student needs.

Telopea Precinct Master Plan
The Telopea Precinct Master Plan involves partnership
between LAHC and City of Parramatta to deliver new and
better social housing fully integrated with additional private
housing and to reduce social housing concentration. The
project also aims to capitalise on Government investment
in the Parramatta Light Rail project and the opportunities
created for uplift around new stations as well as to deliver
improved social outcomes.

Parramatta Road Transformation Program
The Parramatta Road Urban Transformation Program is an
integrated, cross-agency project established by the NSW
Government in 2013. The Program explores, captures and
facilitates opportunities for urban transformation along the
Parramatta Road Corridor – a 20 km stretch that spans
multiple jurisdictions between Camperdown and Granville.

Sydney Olympic Park
SOPA is in the final stages of reviewing its 2010 Master Plan,
soon to be released for public exhibition. This Master Plan
explores opportunities to increase density within the SOP
Town Centre whilst preserving the Olympic legacy and
cultural significance of the precinct.

Affordable housing
With the amount of government owned land within
the GPOP, there is an excellent opportunity to provide
affordable and key worker housing, as well as considering
accommodation for students at WSU.

The Granville Precinct is envisioned as a place that
complements the Parramatta CBD, offering a diversity
of more affordable housing and opportunities for small
and medium business enterprises wishing to be close to
the second CBD. There is potential to extend the existing
Granville town centre north and provide commercial and
retail floor space to accommodate additional urban services
such as supermarkets, day-to-day business services, indoor
recreation opportunities and child care facilities.

Already many government agencies are planning to deliver
a percentage of affordable housing on government and nongovernment owned land. These include:

The Homebush Precinct was identified to have the potential
to offer higher density housing and a bustling hub between
Homebush, North Strathfield, Concord West and Strathfield
Stations. It will build upon the Bakehouse Quarter, creating
main-street style uses on Parramatta Road and George
Street. Powells Creek will act as a green corridor, winding
through the precinct as the dense network of streets to
the north and west create safe links to medium-density
residential neighbourhoods. The whole precinct will be wellconnected for pedestrians, cyclists, public transport patrons
and drivers

Key worker housing

Dundas, Telopea West and Carlingford within
1km of new light rail stops

For Westmead, providing short-term and long-term
accommodation for patients and their families is also an
important consideration.

Parramatta North
The Parramatta North Urban Transformation Program is
currently underway and aims to 'conserve, unlock and
share the heritage of Parramatta North. UrbanGrowth
NSW will manage the program of controlled and creative
development across about 30 ha. It promises to deliver a
dynamic and vibrant area with heritage conservation at its
heart. UGNSW have set targets of delivering 2,700 homes and
creating 2,000 jobs and providing publicly accessible open
space.

HOUSING NEEDS

The northern arm of the proposed Parramatta Light Rail will
connect a series of predominantly residential suburbs to the
Parramatta CBD and Westmead. This new connectivity will
increase the area's liveability and is likely to catalyse uplift
around each of the stations in response.

•

Parramatta North

•

Sydney Olympic Park

•

Telopea Urban Redevelopment

•

Parramatta Road Urban Transformation Program.

City of Parramatta defines key worker housing as critical to
the city's continued growth, and aims to support teachers,
midwives, nurses, fire fighters, police, health and welfare
support workers, cleaners and laundry workers, child carers,
hospitality workers, and car, bus and rail drivers.
Key workers provide services essential to the economic
sustainability and social diversity of the Parramatta CBD
and Westmead but are increasingly under financial stress as
the Sydney property market continues to boom, with many
being forced to live further away from their jobs.

Carter Street
Camellia Town Centre
The Department of Planning and Environment and the
City of Parramatta prepared an Infrastructure and Land Use
Strategy to guide the future redevelopment of the precinct,
building on Council’s 2014 Discussion Paper titled 'Camellia –
21st Century Business, Industry and Entertainment Precinct'.
The proposed town centre is captured in the north area as
an important emerging residential precinct. It also has the
potential to attract students looking for accommodation
close to the primary WSU campus.

The Department of Planning and Environment prepared
a rezoning proposal to enable the redevelopment of the
precinct into a mixed-use village centre and village square
focused around Uhrig Road with potentially over 5,500
dwellings, including a range of housing options from
townhouses to apartments in buildings of 4 to 20 storeys.
It also includes employment uses along the M4 Motorway
corridor; with buildings up to 6 storeys; a new primary school;
a multi-purpose community facility; and new open spaces
including a 1.8 ha park at Hill Road.

Westmead East
'Westmead East' is a residential area bound the hospital
and Parramatta CBD that is bound by the railway line,
Hawkesbury Road, Hainsworth Street and Parramatta
Park (the missing link between Westmead Health City and
Parramatta CBD). While the area is predominantly strataowned walk-up flats, the long term hope is that the area
will intensify in use, to deliver a population large enough to
support active streets and increased passive surveillance.

Redevelopment will be focused around a new town centre
Greater Sydney Commission
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GETTING AROUND
Transport connections and services within
and around GPOP present both some of the
biggest challenges and opportunities for the
area's success in the future.
In particular, the ability of Parramatta
Light Rail to drive urban renewal and
travel behaviours along its corridor is a
great opportunity to deliver a safe and
sophisticated option for short to mediumlength trips, as well as reinvigorate
surrounding land uses. However, the light rail
is only one part of a wider transport solution
needed to support the GPOP.
Achieving the network that is ultimately
required is a medium to long-term program
of works, given funding constraints. However,
parts of the network needs short-term
improvement to address the demands of
major redevelopments, including Westmead
Hospital, Parramatta Square, Parramatta
Stadium, the Museum of Arts and Applied
Science and a new light rail system.

LIGHT RAIL

CONGESTED NETWORK

LAND USE IMPLICATIONS

The Parramatta Light Rail has created an opportunity to
catalyse urban renewal along the corridor, by providing
a safe, attractive option for short to medium length trips
and activating surrounding land uses. The improved access
to Sydney Olympic Park (SOP) through the Light Rail
will provide increased attractiveness to a wide range of
employment, tourism, recreation and other uses that would
support a diverse economic and social centre.

There is a heavy reliance on private vehicles as the primary
mode of travel within Parramatta. Forty percent of journeys
to, from or within the corridor are less than 5km of these,
63 percent are by car. Creating a road network across the
corridor that is heavily congested, particularly James Ruse
Drive. This has economic implications for essential trips and
freight movements.

The land use vision is currently constrained by the existing
transport network. Due to the high provision of cycle
infrastructure and the relatively flat topography there is the
potential for cycling to become a significant travel mode in
the area. However any significant investment in the transport
network will be needed to support the proposed growth.

WALKABLE CBD
Consistent with the concept of a ‘Health City’ Parramatta
CBD, North Parramatta and Westmead need to evolve into
places where walking and cycling are convenient, safe and
enjoyable. In order to promote Parramatta as a compact,
walkable city that is attractive to pedestrians and cyclists
there needs to be the following elements implemented;
--

--

Improvement of the pedestrian connections through
Parramatta Park directly linking the ‘CBD’ and
the ‘Health City’ to achieve a 10 to 12 minute walk
crossing.
A change to the land use providing opportunities to
redefine walking and cycling networks, making active
travel the most attractive choice for short trips.

CONNECTIVITY
The existing rail and road network primarily caters for eastwest trips with barriers to north-south movement created by
rail corridors, major roads and Parramatta River. The delivery
of key transport corridors such as connections to a new
Western Sydney Airport and north/south connections could
shape growth in the GPOP corridor. This would result in faster
travel times and increased rail capacity between Parramatta
and the Sydney CBD supporting Parramatta’s increasing role
as a second CBD.

The ‘Regional Ring Road’ and ‘City Ring Road’ concepts
have been developed by the City of Parramatta Council as
a strategy to reduce through traffic congestion in the CBD.
Any road network improvements must be accompanied by
a parking strategy to manage and limit access to Parramatta
CBD and the ‘Health City’ by private vehicle.
The Parramatta Train Station will reach capacity in the near
future and train travel to Sydney CBD is congested in the
peak periods.

DRIVING A MODAL SHIFT
The need to establish a Travel Demand Management
Program was favoured in the engagement, this would
improve network efficiency and contribute to economic
outcomes resulting from less congestion and more footfall for businesses from active transport. This program
implementation could include:
------

ENABLING LIVE/WORK
The increasingly diverse mix of uses and activities within
the corridor provides an opportunity for a high degree of
containment of jobs, education, recreation and travel within
the corridor. There is also opportunity to tailor and improve
the extensive bus network centred on Parramatta CBD to
encourage more trips by public transport.

Greater Sydney Commission

--

Changes to land use policies, such as a parking
strategy that will support Parramatta to become a
more walkable, less congested CBD;
Establish a Travel Choices program, for the
Parramatta CBD that educate employers about Travel
Behaviour tools;
A Traffic Management Association for Westmead,
building on the success of Connect Macquarie Park;
Tailoring and improving the extensive bus network
centred on the Parramatta CBD to encourage more
trips by public transport;
Exploring how education trips could be better made
by more active modes in the corridor if the right
infrastructure and encouragement was in place; and
Improvements to the Parramatta River Ferry services
to include new ferry vessels and upgraded wharves.

In addition, the increased employment opportunities, mix of
uses and activities in the corridor would enable a reduction
in the length of trips and the need to travel outside the
corridor for work.
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Walkability scale comparisons - 2km as the Crow Flies
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Rosehill/Camellia
The walk from the Parramatta CBD to Rosehill is not pedestrian friendly due
to the number of major roads with high-volume traffic. James Ruse Reserve is
situated along Parkes and Harris Streets and has a pedestrian path that provides
some reprieve from the traffic. This path only accounts for 3 to 5 minutes of the
26-minute walk.

Westmead
The walk from the Parramatta CBD to Westmead is predominantly through
Parramatta Park, providing an enjoyable and picturesque journey. However
Parramatta Park is poorly lit at night and lacks passive surveillance.

Greater Sydney Commission

min

2km
26m

s

km

s

Sydney CBD

Melbourne CBD

The walk between the Sydney CBD and Kings Cross is approximately the same
distance as the walk from the Parramatta CBD to Camellia/Rosehill or Westmead.
In comparison, this walk consists of a 10minute walk through Hyde Park, followed
by an uphill incline along William Street which is a high-volume traffic road with
6 lanes. This part of the walk is not very enjoyable being both noisy and visually
unappealing. An alternate route is also taken by pedestrians through The Domain
and along the waterfront at Woolloomooloo, followed by a steep incline up historic
sandstone stairs to Victoria Road.

The walk between the Melbourne CBD to the Docklands or Southbank is the
same distance between Rosehill and Westmead to the Parramatta CBD. In
comparison, Melbourne has more bridges connecting the two sides of the
river and provides more pathways to the Southbank. Also, the walk from the
Melbourne CBD has more pedestrian walkways and public domain spaces,
creating a more walkable and enjoyable pathway between the Melbourne CBD
and the Docklands. This prevents the railway as acting as a disconnector between
the two spaces.

20

DRAFT CONFIDENTIAL
WORK IN PROGRESS
KEY

TRANSPORT NEEDS

LIGHTER COLOUR - CURRENT SITUATION
DARKER COLOUR - DESIRED FUTURE
SITUATION

The following graphic illustrates the in-principle aspirational only, expansion and contraction of different modes of transport in the future.
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ENVIRONMENT
Parramatta River, Parramatta Park and
Sydney Olympic Park are incredible natural
assets to GPOP and greater Sydney. GPOP
has excellent access to these assets with the
potential to enhance their ecological value
and/or intensify their usage.

PARRAMATTA RIVER & TRIBUTARIES

SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARKLANDS

There is opportunity to improve the amenity of, and access
to, Haslams Creek in Silverwater / Camellia as well as utilising
Powells Creek to act as a green corridor, winding through the
Homebush Precinct.
The enhanced public access to Parramatta River through
new waterfront parks and a riverfront promenade will create
stronger connections between Camellia to the Parramatta
CBD and Sydney Olympic Park.

Sydney Olympic Park has approximately 430 ha of parklands
of regional significance that provide amenity to the broader
area, and over 200 ha conservation areas that people can
access and enjoy.

Flooding
Parramatta CBD, Harris Park, Camellia, Silverwater and
Rydalmere are subject to flooding from Parramatta River,
Duck River, Duck Creek and A’Becketts Creek. To mitigate
this in the future, there is a need to ensure that flood
management and drainage systems are upgraded as part of
any revitalisation and emergency evacuation improved.

Conser vation Areas
North Parramatta, Harris Park and the river corridor all feature
a range of important environmental and conservation areas
that must be safeguarded throughout this period of rapid
growth, particularly in relation to solar access and impacts
from over-shadowing. In particular a protected wetland in
Camellia that is habitat to the endangered species of Downy
Wattle and the Green and Golden Bell Frog; and the Duck
River which is also home to endangered flora and fauna in
Camellia.

Since the Olympics, over 9 million
cubic metres of land has been
decontaminated in Sydney Olympic
Park, and waste is still being
sustainably managed on site.
Greater Sydney Commission

To the south of Parramatta Park is the former golf course,
currently underutilised and poorly maintained, referred to
as 'Parramatta Park South'. This site is a unique opportunity
to increase the capacity of the city's ‘green lungs’ through
a series of connections that will benefit the entire city. City
of Parramatta have identified a 1.5 ha portion of the golf
course site as the potential location for a new aquatic centre,
which will be easily accessed from the CBD, Westmead and
surrounding areas.
There is also additional opportunity to increase the provision
of public open space in the Homebush Precinct as the
population grows in accordance with the Parramatta Road
Urban Transformation Program.
There is also opportunity to provide a range of fine grain
spaces within the SOP town centre that are civic in nature.
An open space study will be prepared for the Parramatta
CBD to identify the type and quantum of open space
required to support the increasing working and residential
populations.

Parramatta Park is both the historical heart and green lungs
of the Parramatta CBD. The 85 ha open space in the heart of
the city serves as the ‘Hyde Park of Parramatta’. Parramatta
Park plays both an important regional and local role, with
2 million visitors a year. Larger events such as Australia Day
can attract 60,000 people, with hundreds of small events
annually, including many local schools regularly using the
park.
A recent survey revealed that the local community use the
park 2-3 times a week, with 50% of visitors walking into the
park. The park also serves an important function for local
sporting teams, with plans for lighting to increase the hours
of operation into the evening.
Due to the anticipated growth of Parramatta CBD, work
with the Parramatta Park Trust to help cater for the growing
demand on the parkland in the future will be required and
the following measures implemented;

•

Large distances between destinations make travelling
and navigating the GPOP area challenging.

•

James Ruse Drive creates a physical and psychological
barrier between recreation destinations and the
Parramatta CBD.

•

The potential expansion of Parramatta Park to include
the former golf course must take into consideration the
barrier created by the east-west aligned rail corridor.

--

extend hours of operation with lighting and security.

Over the years, Parramatta Park has slowly been
encroached upon by a number of developments along
the eastern boundary, including the Parramatta RSL
and Parramatta High School. Continued pressure on a
precious environmental resource must be deflected, with
emphasis placed on the creation of new open spaces
to support the growing population. Underutilisation of
Parramatta Park outside of events creates a challenge for
passive surveillance and safety, especially at night, and is
being addressed through plans for an improved lighting
strategy.

•

While Camellia and Silverwater have a notable amount
of green space and blue space, a high proportion of this
is privately owned or not accessible, e.g. wetlands and
natural riparian corridors.

•

Harris Park has limited green open space.

•

Active recreation is currently heavily utilised and
additional spaces will be required support the emerging
high density communities.

ECOLOGY
Protected Species
The management and protection of species along GPOP
corridor have been identified as essential in the future
growth of these areas including;
--

ACTIVE TRANSPORT LINKS

increase the capacity of the park;
provide additional facilities to underutilised areas of
the park; and

•

NEW GREEN & URBAN PUBLIC SPACES

PARRAMATTA PARK

---

OPEN SPACE CAPACITY & ACCESS

--

Protect the habitats of endangered species including
Downy Wattle and the Green and Golden Bell Frog
located in the Viva Energy wetland in Camellia.
Protect the endangered flora and fauna in Camellia
and along the Duck River.

Decontamination
Soil and groundwater are contaminated in Camellia and
Silverwater with a range of contaminants including asbestos,
hexavalent chromium, petroleum hydrocarbons, chlorinated
hydrocarbons, arsenic and acid sulfate soils likely to occur
within the precinct. These present a feasibility challenge for
future redevelopment.
Odour has also been identified as a potential issue for the
Camellia Precinct due to some of the current uses within the
precinct.
At present the decontamination of these areas are a priority
as well as the continuing the Sydney Olympic Park legacy of
land decontamination.
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PLACES TO LEARN
As Sydney's population grows, so too does the
demand for community facilities and sports
fields. A key strategy of the NSW Department
of Education and Training (DET) is to seek
opportunities for joint and shared use of their
facilities with local communities in GPOP.
There are a number of education projects
already announced or underway within the
GPOP that are set to increase capacity and
improve access to educational infrastructure.

NEW & UPGRADED SCHOOLS

CAPACITY

•

The construction of a new primary school at Carter Street
will support new communities.

•

•

The redevelopment of the Old Kings School site will
improve on-going access to the school grounds for major
cultural events, including New Year’s Eve.

•

The alignment of new light rail stops along Macquarie
Street or George Street to serve the redeveloped Arthur
Phillip High School and Parramatta Public School.

•

The upgrade of school facilities in Auburn as part of the
Parramatta Road Urban Transformation Program.

UNIVERSITIES
•

The Western Sydney University (WSU) has established
a new campus at 100 George Street in Parramatta
to provide increased opportunities for business and
community partnerships.

•

Ensure the Government’s surplus land adjacent to the
WSU Rydalmere campus leverages its location to attract
and promote partnerships between the university and
businesses.

•

Work with WSU to create a program that engages
students with the city, including the multitude of nighttime activities, and facilitate linkages between local
businesses and the university.

•

Along with the adult's and children’s hospital, the
Westmead Health Precinct contains campuses of the
University of Sydney (USYD) and WSU. It is also home to
the esteemed Westmead Institute for Medical Research
and the Children's Medical Research Institute, both of
which are upstanding contributors to a global network of
medical researchers.

SHARED/JOINT FACILITIES
•

•

Greater Sydney Commission

DET has been working with NSW Land and Housing
Corporation (LAHC) on the redevelopment of the Telopea
social housing estate. Telopea Public School is in the
centre of the area under consideration in the master
plan. The size of this redevelopment will generate the
need to significantly expand the existing school. In
light of that opportunity, DET seeks to adopt a ‘clean
slate’ policy. This policy aims to ensure that benefits
for the revitalised school site are maximised through
the collaboration between various agencies, and the
identification of opportunities for land-use, shared-use of
facilities and open space.

An increased future population will need to be
supported with additional education facilities. The large
number of dwellings being delivered by the public sector,
the Telopea Estate, and Parramatta North as well as other
private sector developments throughout the corridor will
require the collaboration between the CoP and DPE to
determine the requirement for a larger public library, the
number of childcare places and education facilities, and
a cultural centre or space that may be combined with
other public uses such as a multi-purpose sports and
community centre.

LIBRARIES
Parramatta CBD
•

CoP recently announced the winner of the new
civic and community centre competition, which will
comprise a state-of-the-art library, council chambers
and administration building for the provision of public
services and meeting rooms that can be leased out for
public use.

Dundas
•

Dundas Library is an existing community hub that offers
a diverse events calendar and should be retained and
strengthened in the future.

•

The potential to upgrade and expand local schools,
the neighbourhood centre/public library and addition
of other civic infrastructure should be investigated to
support an increased population in the future.

PROGRAMS
•

Support the goal of the Powerhouse Museum’s MAAS
branch to include visitation and engagement to the
museum as part of the State Curriculum.

•

Help to attract ‘green’ and ‘tech’ research based
companies or institutions to the area by establishing
incentives and place branding.

•

The fields of science and mathematics at WSU offer the
potential to create linkages to the adjacent Rydalmere
industrial area that can enhance research, business and
learning outcomes.

Parramatta Park Trust and DET have the opportunity to
collaborate and facilitate the use of Parramatta Park for
sporting events for students at the redeveloped Arthur
Phillip High School.
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CULTURAL ASSETS
Not only does GPOP have a multitude of
cultural assets, but the true strength lies in
the diversity of these assets that range from
vibrant precincts, world class venues, and
UNESCO listed heritage sites, to cultural hubs
and recreation facilities.

The WSU Rydalmere university campus has several
refurbished heritage buildings, including the Female Orphan
School, the Whitlam Institute and the Boilerhouse.
As well as creating a new employment hub and substantial
residential community, the North Parramatta Urban
Transformation Program will unlock one of the city's
premiere heritage precincts, complemented by shops, cafes
and recreation trails to be enjoyed by the general public.
UGNSW has identified the need to deliver a large residential
component on the site to compensate for the heritage
restoration costs of the buildings.

ABORIGINAL HISTORY
The area of Parramatta was known by the Darug people as
Burramatta, which has the meaning “burra” - eel and “matta”
- creek. This name was also shared by the people who lived
in the area. The Duck River is believed to be the agreed
boundary between the Burramattagal clan and the Wategora
clan - thus featuring as an important part of Aboriginal
History that has been largely untold to date. Evidence of
Aboriginal occupation has been identified with several
scarred trees and artifact scatters located within Parramatta
Park (Source: www.parrapark.com.au).
The area is significant being the location of where the fresh
water flows into the salt water over a series of rapids. At this
site eels would swim up the rapids to lay their eggs in the
fresh water. This natural occurance provided a place for the
people of the area to gather and fish for food.
The city of Parramatta largely sits upon or near the
Parramatta Sand Sheet, an ancient geomorphological
feature that contains evidence of the lives lived in this area
at least 6000 years ago. New development in the area gives
archaeologists and the Darug community an opportunity to
rejuvenate the important historical and cultural connections
in the area. (Source: www.gml.com.au)

HERITAGE
Parramatta Park is one of eleven UNESCO sites known
collectively as the 'Australian Convict Sites World Heritage
Property' group. The listing of Parramatta Park includes Old
Government House and the Domain which were in use
from 1788 – 1856. The listing is of national and international
significance as it plays an important role in preserving the
story of Australia’s convict history. This is an incredible asset
that adds to the richness of cultural destinations within and
around the Parramatta CBD (Source: www.parrapark.com.au).
Camellia and Silverwater share a rich history of heavy
industrial uses, with some sites now listed as protected
heritage sites.

Greater Sydney Commission

domain upgrade, residents and visitors alike are given the
opportunity to enjoy cultural events such as these as well as
outdoor events such as Vivid, and enjoy some of the many
food and beverage offerings nearby.
Nearby at Sydney Olympic Park, events run throughout the
year providing a large cultural destination for residents and
visitors with events as varied as motoring events and sports,
to wedding expos, live concerts and a range of opportunities
for children to engage with outdoor activities.

ENTERTAINMENT SPECIAL USE

Significant heritage items within GPOP include:

Sydney Olympic Park

•

Parramatta Park and Old Government House (UNESCO)

•

•

Parramatta Gaol

•

Female Factory

Rich cultural history of regional significance with over 625
ha of world class sporting and recreation facilities with 14
million visitors a year.

•

Experiment Farm

•

The park is home to world class recreation infrastructure –
3 stadiums, 1 arena.

•

Elizabeth Farm

•

•

Lancer Barracks

Large scale venues with significant walking distances
between each.

•

Sewerage pumping station (State)

•

•

Electricity sub station 167 (State)

Animal pavilions have low utilisation rates with long lease
periods, being used once a year for the Royal Easter Show
and occasionally for the use of high school exams.

•

Silverwater Prison Complex Conservation Area (State)

•

•

Old tram alignment - Grand Avenue (local)

•

Wetlands (local)

The movement of residents and visitors to and around
the park during Major Events needs to be carefully
balanced.

•

RTA Depot (local)

•

Capral Aluminium (local)

•

Truganini House and grounds (local)

•

Auburn North Public School and Ficus macrophylla,
Moreton Bay Fig Tree (local)

CULTURAL DIVERSITY
Young and Diverse
Western Sydney has a rapidly growing population from a
range of cultural backgrounds seeking to live and work near
Parramatta, which presents a unique opportunity to enrich
the depth and breadth of the community. This cultural
evolution is visible in the food and retail offer throughout the
city, most notably in Harris Park and along Church Street, but
can also be seen through the city’s spaces and the energetic
night-time economy.
CoP has recognised the challenges experienced and valuable
contributions this diverse community has to make in the
growth of the city and has started preparing a cultural
plan with Arts NSW, which will distribute new facilities and
destinations throughout the city.
The largest category of residents is the ‘Young Workforce’
(25-34) which constitutes 40% of the population. Residents
are primarily 'Couples without Children' followed by 'Single
Persons' and 'Couples with Children'.

Harris Park - Little India
Harris Park is known for its significant Indian population
and its authentic Indian cuisine. Indian language speakers
comprise 43% of the total Harris Park population.

Rosehill Racecourse
Rosehill Racecourse has been in operation since 1861.
Recently, the Australian Turf Club proposed a masterplan for
Rosehill Gardens that includes a four-star hotel, swimming
pools, new club and restaurant facilities and a commercial/
residential tower that will create a 'leisure destination' in its
own right.

There is an opportunity to nurture and promote the thriving
Indian food destination at Harris Park (Wigram, Marion and
Station Streets) as well as tap into the local knowledge
resource through the provision of a local innovation
centre, high-tech men’s shed and women’s sheds to foster
community.

ARTS AND CULTURE
A range of attractors are located throughout the GPOP but
are concentrated more intensely within the centre of the
CBD. The CBD is a major destination for workers, residents of
Greater Parramatta and visitors.
The relocation of the Powerhouse’s Museum of Applied Arts
and Science (MAAS) to Parramatta Riverbank is a critical
investment by the Government to help the Parramatta CBD
position itself as ‘Australia’s next great city’ and build a critical
mass of activity throughout the day and night. MAAS is set to
be a symbol for a smart, creative and connected city.
The Riverside Theatre provides patrons with diverse selection
of events including Sydney Festival, Sydney Writer’s Festival,
Mardi Gras and the Arab Film Festival. Located on the river
bank at the end of the newly completed Riverbank public

Sydney Speedway
Sydney Speedway is known as the premier sprint car track
in Australia and can hold anywhere between 2 and 9 events
per month including national cups, junior tournaments and
community working bees.

Western Sydney Stadium
The new Western Sydney Stadium is part of an Infrastructure
NSW strategy totaling $1.6 billion that aims to improve
sporting infrastructure across the state. The stadium is
easily accessed by foot from the Parramatta Station, and
the upgrade will allow the venue to cater for bigger crowds,
provide improved amenities and contribute to the Western
Sydney economy through the generation of jobs through
construction and ongoing operations. During events,
management of pedestrian flows should be a priority.

VIBRANT PLACES
CBD Streets & Spaces
Church Street has become a prime location for quality food
and beverage providers, and a lively space for socialising. The
new Civic Link project, Parramatta Square, Centenary Square
and the recently completed Riverbank developments are
set to transform the way that people use public space in
Parramatta, by providing world-class design and attractions.

Westmead
Westmead is a major destination for thousands of workers,
patients, visitors and students every day. Despite the huge
volumes of people using the precinct, Westmead lacks
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5,000+ major events every year
activation, and a choice of things to do.

3 stadiums
+ 1 arena
+ 1 racecourse
+ 1 showground
+ 1 raceway

Hawkesbury Road presents a critical opportunity to activate
the primary frontage to the health precinct and provide
a range of land uses and services required to support the
‘Health City’. This frontage also serves as the transport hub
for the light rail, heavy rail and t-ways services required to
support the precinct’s ‘walk, talk and work’ culture.

Sydney Olympic Park
Since the 2000 Olympics, this region has been host to an
ever growing list of events and attractions. But as the area
evolves into a precinct with greater density of land uses,
careful consideration and coordination of programs needs to
be undertaken in order to balance major events with day to
day experiences including;
•

Promote Sydney Olympic Park as more than just a
sporting event destination.

•

Host city-scale, non-sports related events and
celebrations, including New Year’s Eve, and Vivid.

•

Work with SOPA and the Royal Agricultural Society
to activate the ‘event scale’ public domain through
developing a calendar of regular, free, community events,
adopting a placemaking approach to self-sustaining/
everyday activation (e.g. Project for Public Space's '10 free
things to do') and exploring the possibility of hiring a
place manager for the precinct.

•

Increase dwell time in the area by diversifying and
layering the type of experiences available here: shop, eat,
live, work and work out.

•

Work with SOPA to engage and support existing and
new mixed-use precincts at Carter Street, Homebush,
SOP Town Centre, Rhodes and Strathfield Triangle, by
attracting residents to the area for its high amenity and
access to employment at Parramatta CBD and Sydney
Olympic Park. The majority of these communities will
be living in apartments, increasing the demand and
importance for the parklands as an attractive and
accessible local and world-class destination.

NEIGHBOURHOOD HUBS
There are a number of existing local hubs at Dundas, Telopea
and Carlingford, however many of these are aging and in
need of investment. As the population grows, many of these
centres will need to expand.

Rich history with stories and legacies
shaping place, including world heritage
listed Old Government House

GREATER PARRAMATTA AND THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA: CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY
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OPPORTUNITY SITES
Over the course of the nine working sessions,
each precinct within GPOP was discussed in
terms of current state, future work planned,
level of opportunity and challenges. From
these discussions, the Commission has
established two categories for opportunity
sites: Major Renewal Areas and Potential for
Targeted Growth.

MAJOR RENEWAL AREAS

7. Rosehill Racecourse

POTENTIAL FOR TARGETED GROWTH

'Major Renewal Areas' are sites defined as meeting one or
more of the following criteria:

•

'Potential for Targeted Growth' sites are sites defined as
meeting one or more of the following criteria:

•

Existing Planning Proposals or approved development
assessments that contribute to a positive future for the
GPOP area;

Planning proposals: The Australian Turf Club has
publicised it's plans to 'transform Rosehill Gardens into
a high-class hotel and leisure resort' - taking advantage
of the new light rail and proposed Camellia Town Centre
transformation.

•

Places with great potential to grow and change;

8. Former Camellia Oil Refiner y

•

Key site for unlocking value along for the light rail line; or

•

•

A major center with capacity for increased commercial or
residential floor space.

Key Site: Shell closed its oil refinery in Camellia in 2012,
which is now owned by Viva Energy and considered a key
to catalysing the revitalisation of the Camellia precinct.

9. Rydalmere Government Surplus Land
1. Westmead Health and Education SuperPrecinct
•

Existing projects: Strategic vision, master plan and
investment commitment already going ahead.

•

Key site: Support long term revitalisation and activation
of 'Westmead East' - the residential area between the
hospital and CBD that is bound by the Railway line,
Hawkesbury Road, Hainsworth Street and Parramatta
Park (the missing link between Westmead Health City
and Parramatta CBD).

•

Key Site: Longer term opportunity for Westmead Health
City to expand north across Telopea Creek.

•

10. Telopea Precinct Master Plan
•

Planning proposals: CoP has put forward a planning
proposal to change the FSR and height controls in the
CBD core - supporting growth and density.

•

Existing projects: Several major projects underway or in
the pipeline; Parramatta Square, Riverbank, MAAS, and
Civic Link.

•

Existing projects: UGNSW's rezoning proposal for
government-owned land at Parramatta North has been
approved and going ahead.

4. Western Sydney Stadium
•

Existing projects: The new 30,000-seat rectangular
stadium to replace Pirtek Stadium and public swimming
pool going ahead.

5. Parramatta Park South and Aquatic Centre
•

Existing projects: SOPA is set to deliver a revised
masterplan by the end of 2016 which will see an increase
in residential and commercial floor space, as well as a
more diversified experience.

Potential for long term change and/or growth;

•

Some level of opportunity for uplift around light
rail stations - likely to be market driven rather than
government planning; or

•

Open space, public domain and recreation infrastructure
improvements.

14. Church Street North
•

•

Existing projects: DPE finalised the rezoning for
the Carter Street Priority Precinct in November 2015,
which aims to deliver more homes, jobs, better public
spaces, shops and cafes with access to public transport,
international sporting facilities and entertainment
venues.

13. Homebush Precinct
•

Light Rail Uplift: Support uplift in this area as the city
grows and light rail is delivered.

15. Harris Park
•

Light Rail Uplift: Support uplift in this area as the city
grows and land values around the CBD increase.

•

Community support: Investigate ways to capture
untapped skills of the community.

16. Granville Precinct
•

Existing projects: UGNSW proposes to extend the town
centre north across the rail line.

17. Dundas, Telopea West and Carlingford within
1km of new light rail stops
•

12. Carter Street Precinct

3. Parramatta North
•

Existing projects: The NSW Government is in a master
planning process for the redevelopment of a large
portion of the Telopea estate over the next 10-15 years.

11. Olympic Park Lifestyle Super-Precinct

2. Parramatta City
•

Key Site: Property NSW owns two adjoining land parcels:
the Ageing, Disability and Home Care (ADHC) facility; and
the former Macquarie Boys High School (MBHS). There is
an opportunity to link future uses of this site with those
associated with Rydalmere Education Precinct.

•

Light Rail Uplift: Support residential uplift in areas
around new light rail and creation of local centres at the
stations.

18. Rydalmere, Camellia, Silver water and Auburn
Industrial
•

Key Sites: Preserve industrial uses that support
Parramatta's status as Sydney second CBD.

•

Existing projects: TfNSW investigating potential to
improve connectivity to Camellia.

Existing projects: UGNSW has identified Homebush
Precinct as having potential to offer higher density
housing and a bustling hub between Homebush, North
Strathfield, Concord West and Strathfield Stations. It will
build upon the Bakehouse Quarter, creating main-street
style uses on Parramatta Road and George Street.

Key Site: Parramatta Park South was identified as
needing a masterplan that will accommodating a new
public swimming pool, transport network upgrades and
additional public open space.

6. Camellia Town Centre
•

Greater Sydney Commission

Planning proposals: DPE recently prepared a Land Use
and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia Precinct.
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GPOP FOUR FUTURE QUARTERS
GPOP covers a diverse and exciting range of places,
communities and assets comprised within an area of 4,000
ha. Four areas have been identified within the GPOP, each
playing a different but important economic, environmental,
social and cultural role.

Parramatta City
Westmead Health +
Education Super Precinct

Tying the areas together is the iconic Parramatta River, the
Parramatta Light Rail project, and an ambition to become
the heart of Greater Sydney as the city grows from 4.3 million
people, to 6 million in 2036, and 8 million in 2056.
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Carlingford Multimodal
Interchange

Eastwood

Telopea

After stepping back from the stakeholder engagement, four
quarters were identified as the basis for the area's future:

Parramatta City, Westmead Health + Education
‘Super Precinct

Denistone
Dundas

Westmead Multimodal
Interchange

Rydalmere

This area is anchored by the Westmead Health, Education
and Research Cluster and the Parramatta CBD. A public
administration centre with growing financial and professional
services, the precinct also contains significant cultural assets
such as the Parramatta North heritage precinct, Riverside
Theatre, UNESCO world heritage sites and the future MAAS.

Parramatta CBD
Multimodal Interchange

Next Generation Living
Camellia - Carlingford

Olympic Park Lifestyle
Super Precinct

Camellia
Harris Park

Rosehill

Next Generation Living Camellia - Carlingford
This area is characterised by existing and emerging
residential and local centres between Carlingford and
the new Camellia Town Centre, via Telopea, Dundas, and
the WSU Rydalmere university campus. The new light rail
will connect this area to Parramatta City and Westmead,
including the social housing estate in Telopea,
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Multimodal Interchange

This area is characterised by a significant hub of employment
and industrial lands is located across Rydalmere, Camellia,
Silverwater Auburn and Lidcombe. These industrial lands
contain growing advanced manufacturing uses, waste and
resource recovery as well as significant urban service uses
which draw on its central location.
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North Strathfield

Lidcombe

Central Advanced Technology,
Urban Services + Industry
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Concord West

Olympic Park Lifestyle Super Precinct
This area is characterised by world class venues and
parklands of Sydney Olympic Park, its environmental legacy,
the growing town centre, as well as the established areas of
the Strathfield Triangle, and the Homebush precinct.
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WEST QUARTER OVERVIEW

Parramatta City
Westmead Health +
Education Super Precinct

1

Vibrant

Rapid increase in urban growth brings great
opportunities but must be managed to ensure
the future sustainability of the city – including
development that contributes to a sustainable
and resilient city structure and economy.

•

Attract new residents and to inspire the population
of greater Sydney to visit for work or pleasure.

•

Ensure that each project maximises increased
amenity for both its occupants and the greater
city.

•

Improvement of Parramatta’s natural and
physical assets and the creation of high quality
physical environments.

•

A vibrant Parramatta must contain both physical
infrastructure and a variety of cultural and social
opportunities one would expect in a major centre.

•

World class responses to environmental
challenges facing urban areas in Western
Sydney: flooding, storm water management
and the heat island effect.

•

Explore the potential to become a 24-hour city
- between the Hospital operation continuous
operation house and the growing Parramatta CBD.

•

Identify and strengthen different enclaves of
culture throughout the area, for example Harris
Park's ‘Little India’.

•

This area is set to experience the greatest amount of growth
and investment of the four GPOP areas (West, Central, East
and North) with major investment and renewal precincts
planned throughout the Parramatta CBD, Westmead and
Parramatta North. Together, these areas have the capacity
to deliver up to 100,000 new jobs, which is equal to the
number of jobs in North Sydney, St Leonards and Chatswood
combined.

2

Resilient

Source: SJB

Source: CoP
Westmead is Australia's largest health services precinct - a
national and international leader in critical and acute health
care, medical research, and education in nursing medicine,
allied health professions and science and technology related
to health. It is a destination for over 18,000 workers every year,
and received 20,000 visitors per day,.

3

Connected
•

For Greater Parramatta to grow into a major city, it will need
to be connected by world-class transport systems that tie
into a north-south and east-west network. Such a system
would draw a large catchment of workers and visitors.

•

The following set of six values for this area are built upon
those set for the Parramatta CBD in the Parramatta Strategic
Framework (the Framework) by Infrastructure NSW, The
Office of the Government Architect, the architectural
consulting firm Terroir Pty Ltd, City of Parramatta and the
Department of Planning and Environment.
The urban values nominated as being crucial to future
character of this area are detailed opposite.

5

4

Healthy

Ensure that the growth and potential of
Parramatta is reinforced by its key location
at the geographical centre of Sydney,
supported by easy connections to other areas
– particularly connectivity to key employment,
logistics and residential hubs.
Increase connectivity by reinforcing every
relevant project at every scale, across different
modes - from walking and cycling to major
road and rail projects, to spatial connectivity
through urban form, parkland and waterways,
and services.

Inclusive
•

Celebrate diversity as one of Parramatta’s key
strengths given the range of backgrounds, skills
and perspectives that comprise the community
– ensuring development and projects consider
the opportunities created for a broad crosssection of the community, and focus on
bringing this diverse community together.

•

Ensure that new communities, such as those
growing at North Parramatta and Westmead,
feel connected and welcomed into the wider
area.

6

•

Support Westmead to become an iconic
‘Health City’ it will need to offer a world-class
health, wellness and living experience.

•

Adopt a holistic approach to ‘health’ in the
West – Parramatta River and green space for
patients, visitors and walkers to feel good;
and for the physical environment of workers
and researchers through increased natural
amenity, vegetation, access to exercise and
recreational infrastructure.

Prosperous & Respectful
•

Future development must be able to
demonstrate that it is generative in nature:
increasing connectivity, employment, skills,
productivity, social mobility, participation, land use
opportunities and/or other areas that will ensure
the future prosperity of Parramatta.

•

Nurture the critical interdependence between
co-locating health facilities and research hubs and
their potential to attract business partners.

•

Increased growth, prosperity and vibrancy should
unfold alongside the reinforcement of the river
context, important heritage buildings and places,
parks and key landscapes and other elements of
the city that form part of its collective memory.

Location Plan

Greater Sydney Commission
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CHARACTER AREAS

Parramatta North - 40 ha
Living quarter and new economies in
and around restored heritage buildings

Church Street North
Westmead Super Precinct

Mixed-use high street

Northmead

World class health, science,
education & research

Western Sydney Stadium - 21 ha
PNUT

World class sporting venue and
revitalised open space

Westmead

Parramatta
Park

Western
Sydney
Stadium

Parramatta East
Residential

Parramatta Park - 85 ha 		
(+20 ha Golf Course)
Historic heart and green lungs of the city

Parramatta
CBD

Harris Park
'Little India' Colourful East Side Village
& local innovation incubator

Parramatta CBD
Urban cultural heart, business,
retail and education centre

West Area

Harris Park

Granville

Granville
An extended town centre
and vibrant street life

970 ha+
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CENTRAL QUARTER OVERVIEW
Central Advanced
Technology, Urban Services
+ Industrial Area

1

Retain Employment Uses
•

Recognise the intrinsic value of employment
lands in Camellia, Silverwater, Rydalmere and
Auburn as key to supporting the growth of
Sydney’s second CBD.

•

Ensure jobs grow locally through the
intensification of exiting employment and
industrial uses, limiting the need for workers
to travel outside of the region and to help
manage the population/jobs gap facing
Western Sydney.

This area is characterised by a significant hub of employment
and industrial lands located across Rydalmere, Camellia,
Silverwater Auburn and Lidcombe. These industrial lands
contain growing advanced manufacturing uses, waste and
resource recovery as well as significant urban service uses
which draw on its central location.

2

Diversify
•

Embrace Sydney Olympic Park’s legacy of
environmental restoration, waste management,
and water recycling through a re-branding
of the area, as well as incentives for green
tech companies/environmental monitoring
organisations to relocate to the area.

•

Allow for flexibility in the types of employment
land that are permissible in order to futureproof against rapid changes in technology,
employment sectors and industry practices.

This area is Greater Parramatta's key employment land,
playing a critical role in supporting the function and growth
as Sydney's second CBD.
Together, the Camellia and Rydalmere industrial areas
employ almost 6,000 people over approximately 480 ha of
land, with a mixture of heavy and light industrial.
The conversion of this area to residential uses was considered
but dismissed, recognising the valuable economic asset
that exists today. The provision of light rail is noted, and
there is potential for workers to use the new infrastructure,
particularly if parking becomes more limited.
There is a desire to support innovation and knowledge
jobs through the growth of new industries including clean
technologies, eco‑industries, advanced manufacturing and
logistics across all industrial areas in the area. However during
CoP's community consultation for the Camellia Discussion
Paper, a large number of industrial landowners and lessees
indicated a preference to continue operating in the Camellia
Precinct due to significant investment into infrastructure
on their sites, proximity to regional road networks, access to
existing markets in the Parramatta area, and the precinct’s
strategic location within rapidly growing Western Sydney.

3

Connected

4

Green

•

Take advantage of the strategic location at the
geographical heart of Sydney, next door to a
booming CBD that is connected by light rail.

•

Continue the neighbouring Sydney Olympic
Park legacy of environmental restoration and
management.

•

Ensure that the industrial and employment
lands have quality access to motorways and
strategic freight routes.

•

Reposition the area as a hub for green and
high tech industries in the heart of Sydney.

•

Harness the potential of green and blue grid
links along the rivers and creeks as attractors
of people to the area outside of weekdays.

The following set of values for this area are built upon the
expert knowledge of multiple government agencies and
councils who came together during the nine Commission
collaborator working sessions to discuss the place's possible
future,

Location Plan

Greater Sydney Commission
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CHARACTER AREAS
Rydalmere industrial - 130 ha
Brodie Street industrial

Key employment lands with potential
to grow as a high technology and
knowledge precinct

Retain essential CBD supporting services.
Support the Rheem site transition to
advanced manufacturing
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Camellia industrial - 347 ha
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Functional infrastructure, energy and
waste management hub servicing
Western Sydney, transitioning to
sustainable practices over time
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Auburn Precinct
A location for significant employment growth,
supported by moderate scale residential
development and improved streetscapes
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NORTH QUARTER OVERVIEW

Next Generation Living
Camellia - Carlingford

1

2

Socially Sustainable
•

Increase social sustainability in the area
through the creation of a diverse community
through housing mix and tenure.

•

Take advantage of the new activity clusters
around future light rail stations to create local
centers at each.

•

Improve access to and take advantage of the
natural amenity afforded by Subiaco and
Vineyard Creeks.
Principles

•

Encourage the creation of a unique identity for
each of the neighbourhood hubs.

3.6 Active Transport

This area of GPOP is characterised by existing and emerging
residential communities, with excellent access to the
education precinct of WSU.

Active transport will be significantly
increased through the provision of
more directly connected, safer, and
higher amenity bike and pedestrian
paths.

Light rail is proposed to replace the existing heavy rail service,
which will increase the number of stations provided along
the corridor's length and therefore reduce the barrier to
pedestrian movements across it.
The following set of values for this area are built upon the
expert knowledge of multiple government agencies and
councils who came together during the nine Commission
collaborator working sessions to discuss the place's possible
future,

Neighbourhood Hubs

 Improve street network
permeability across the Corridor,
particularly for pedestrians and
cyclists, by providing active
transport routes where indicated
on the Precinct Plans.

 Identify
missing
links
thatstreets
can
 Prioritise routes •as follows:
Enhance existing
local hubs
and
high
facilitate
connections.
such
as the Dundas
Area better
Neighbourhood
 safe and direct links
to rail
Centre
and
the Benaud
Place
Connect
to regional
links (existing
stations, open spaces
andon Sturt Street
shops.
or planned).
community facilities
 separate bikes from cars,
where possible.

Source: Communities Plus

3

Connected
•

The urban values nominated as being crucial to character
and future development of this area are detailed opposite.

The daily lives of people living in this area will
be dramatically transformed by the future
light rail, which will run every 5 minutes at
peak times from more stations, and connect
from Carlingford to Westmead in less than 30
minutes.

•

Opportunity to improve pedestrian and cycle
connections along the north-south axis of the
area, particularly along the light rail alignment.

•

Opportunity to leverage strategic position and
high connectivity between two key economic
centers: Parramatta/Westmead and Epping/
Macquarie Park.

4

 Provide bike parking and innovative,
high quality and well designed end
of trip facilities that promote multimodal trips and the efficient use of
existing public and private parking
facilities.

Better Together
•

Support the creation of the Rydalmere
Education Precinct, comprising of the WSU
Rydalmere campus as well as government
owned land (former FACS and MBHS sites).

•

Support the sharing of facilities and open
space between the Telopea Public school and
the local community.

Source: CoP
Active Transport Links
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CHARACTER AREAS
Carlingford precinct
Opportunity to evolve into a more urban
and vibrant community, anchored by a
multi-modal transit station

Telopea non-government owned land
Opportunity to evolve into a more vibrant
community, strategically located next to the new
light rail and the Parramatta CBD
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Dundas / Oatlands / 			
Rydalmere residential

21st century living and business
district, comprising industry, research,
education, employment, retail, recreation,
entertainment and residential uses

Silver

575+ ha

Camellia Town Centre

Rd (A
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North Area

A new entertainment / lifestyle club that
combines sporting facilities for racing,
lawn bowls, pools, day spa, conferencing
facilities, a hotel and serviced apartments
supporting the Parramatta CBD

Source: UGNSW
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Opportunity to evolve into a more vibrant
community, strategically located next to the
new light rail and the Parramatta CBD
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EAST QUARTER OVERVIEW

Olympic Park Lifestyle
Super Precinct

1

Environmental Legacy

2

Celebration & Recreation

•

Continue the legacy of restoring
contaminated and degraded landscapes, and
sustainable environment practices.

•

Grow the number of community events in
the Parklands, such as NYE and festive season
events.

•

Attract like-minded, environmentally focused
companies and businesses to base their
offices in the area.

•

Celebrate history and heritage of the Olympic
Cauldron, and the Bakehouse Quarter in North
Strathfield.

This area is anchored by Sydney Olympic Park - a growing
town centre, economic hub and green lungs of Greater
Parramatta that is twice the size of the Sydney CBD.
The Parklands are surrounded by the intensification of
emerging residential / mixed-use communities, with two
priority precincts, major renewal areas and one of the first
examples of major regeneration of a brownfield precinct.
The following set of values for the 'Olympic Park Lifestyle
Super Precinct' identify ciritcal aspects to the place's point of
difference and future success.

3

Vibrant
•

Broaden Sydney Olympic Park’s brand to
extend beyond just a major sports and events
venue, to one that is a great place to visit all
year round, any time of day, on any budget.

•

New and growing communities in Carter
Street, Sydney Olympic Park Town Centre,
Homebush Precinct and Strathfield that will
benefit from the world class parklands.

Location Plan

Greater Sydney Commission
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CHARACTER AREAS
Parra
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Eco-living, Olympic lifestyle

Sydney Olympic Park open space
Green lungs and environmental restoration

Sydney Olympic Park
Ha

sla

ek

te

Auburn

rn

Hw

y

(A

44

)

We

st

Carter Street
High density living with a world class 'backyard'

Concord West
er

n

Mo

to

rw

ay

(M

v
ri e (A6
)
Olym ic D
p

Lidcombe

1,090+ ha

GREATER PARRAMATTA AND THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA: CONNECTING THE HEART OF GREATER SYDNEY

Road
ord

Homebush
Blending of old and new - a
growing mixed-use community

4)

Pa

East Area

Conc

h Bay
Dr (A3)

es

me

W

bus

Sydney Olympic Park
t

Si

lv

er

ea

Ho

Gr

w

at

er

Ro

ad

Hi

(A

ll

6)

Ro

ad

World class infrastructure and events
with engaging day-to-day experiences

Cre
ms

rra

North Strathfield
ma

tta

Rd

Homebush
(A

44

)

Flemington

Sydney Markets
A marketplace at the heart of the city
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12 DIRECTIONS
TO DRIVE THE GPOP

CONCLUSION

Having engaged extensively, 12 key Directions for the GPOP emerged:

11

Sustain strong investment momentum in the
principal economic anchors of Parramatta City,
Westmead and Sydney Olympic Park.

3
3

2

Support Westmead as a world-class health and
education precinct, with a vibrant main street along
Hawkesbury Road and a walkable connection
through to Parramatta, to become a 'Health City'.

4

Foster a world class education, research and
enterprise environment across Parramatta City,
Westmead, Rydalmere and Sydney Olympic Park.

5

7

9

11

Transform Camellia, Rydalmere, Silverwater and
Auburn into 21st century hubs for urban services,
advanced technology and knowledge.

Strengthen Parramatta as a central 30-minute
city, with good connectivity within GPOP and
beyond to the north, south, east and west.

Adopt a 5-10% affordable housing target for major
renewal areas, to support the most vulnerable and
essential workers.

Make Parramatta River a great living waterway and
connector, where people enjoy walking, cycling and
safe swimming.

Greater Sydney Commission

Foster world class sports, entertainment, cultural
and arts destinations across Parramatta City,
Rosehill and Sydney Olympic Park.

6

Continue to evolve Olympic Park and surrounds
to an inclusive place for active and green living,
health and wellness.

8

The series of collaborator working sessions
was invaluable for Commission to efficiently
'take stock' of all opportunities, challenges
and projects happening within GPOP.
More importantly, the process facilitated
valuable cross-agency communication
and collaboration, as well as establishing
ongoing working relationships between key
stakeholders.
This report captures the key findings from the nine
collaborator workshops in a format that is accessible to
anyone interested in understanding the process of how the
Commission arrived at the GPOP Strategic Vision, ranging
from State agencies, councils, businesses or community
members. It is not intended to be an exhaustive record of all
the discussions, but rather to highlight the key information
that has informed the Commission's position on GPOP.
Moving forward, the Commission will focus on: driving the
future for GPOP; support planning for major renewal and
targeted growth in opportunity areas; work closely with
councils; facilitate cross-government collaboration as well
as coordinate a delivery framework for the 12 Directions
opposite.

Deliver a rich mix of housing to create inclusive
and diverse ‘inner-city’ liveability across GPOP, to
attract and retain talent.

10

Celebrate Parramatta’s rich history and the
extraordinary diversity of people in the city’s
central heart.

12

Deliver great urban design and environmental
excellence within the built environment and
public spaces.
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