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Good evening graduands – congratulations on this wonderful milestone in your life. 

But equally, congratulations to the families, the friends, the spouses, the partners – 

everyone who has supported you in achieving what you are being recognised for today.   

There is an old saying that “it takes a village to raise a child”…so too, it takes a strong 

support network to provide the backing and encouragement a student needs to excel in 

their education. 

I love the sense of excitement and pride in this room this evening. 

The pride each of you can have in graduating today – and the pride of those with you here, 

those who have encouraged you, supported you – for them too this is a great day of 

achievement and recognition. 

I too am immensely proud: 

• I am honoured by the Western Sydney University’s bestowal of an honorary 

doctorate upon me 

• But for me the true honour today is being able to talk to you – and to pass on some 

words of what from others might be ‘wisdom’ – but from me they are more of a 

rallying cry 

At this time of year – graduation ceremonies are being held across all of Greater Sydney’s 

universities. 

But – here is the thing I most want you to take away with your today. 

You are living and graduating in the right place at the right time. 

Western Sydney is – to use an old expression – “where it is at” right now and where it will 

be at for the decades ahead. 

If you are familiar with the work of the Greater Sydney Commission, you’ll be aware of the 

vision of Greater Sydney as three connected but unique cities – creating a wider metropolis. 

To the east, the Harbour City, a centre of trade and commerce, born of the 18th and 19th 

centuries.  It was, until the mid-20th century, the epicentre of living, working and playing in 

Greater Sydney. 

Today, we are in the Central River City – like the Eastern Harbour City a home to millennia of 

indigenous history and culture  

In the latter decades of the 20th century – as Greater Sydney has sprawled to the west – it 

has become the beating heart at the geographical centre of the metropolis. 



I never cease to be amazed, as I walk the streets of the Parramatta CBD, how much 

construction is underway – and how this area – long promised as Greater Sydney’s 2nd CBD 

– is finally coming of age. 

It is home now to this wonderful university; government agencies – with thousands of staff - 

are being relocated here.   

Businesses are relocating or setting up operations here because the Central City is within 

better reach for customers and staff. 

But most exciting of all – is the 21st Century and 22nd Century city we are bringing to life 

now – the Western Parkland City. 

The Western Parkland City will be a polycentric city – not one CBD but several - capitalising 

on the established centres of Liverpool, Penrith, Fairfield, Campbelltown, Blacktown and 

Camden.  

By 2036 it will be home to 1.1 million people. 

The Western Parkland City will be established on the strength of the new international 

Western Sydney Airport and Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis. 

New transport links - and the airport – will make it not only the most connected place in 

Australia, but with direct links to the world. 

It will feature a Western Economic Corridor - which already is attracting incredible interest 

from major international businesses who want to set up operations here. 

And I am talking about global and significant companies. 

Northrop Grumman – investing tens of millions of dollars in an advanced defence 

electronics maintenance and sustainment centre. 

Two of Japan’s biggest companies, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and the Sumitomo Mitsui 

Financial Group 

Hitachi from Japan and Samsung from Korea – world leaders in technology 

BAE Systems – delivering a technology hub 

GE Additive – advanced 3D printing 

DB Schenker – experts in freight logistics 

These are just the first companies to come on board at the Western Parkland City – where 

we are attracting globally significant defence and aerospace activities and building a strong 

trade, freight, logistics, advanced manufacturing, agribusiness, health, education and 

science economy.  

This will provide knowledge-intensive jobs close to areas of high population growth – 

industries and jobs that did not exist 30 years ago – and I am sure – the Western Parkland 

City will be home to future jobs and technologies that have not even been thought of yet. 



This is a world of opportunity for you.   

The West used to be called Struggle Street – now it is where some of the best companies in 

the world want to be – and for many of you here today – these opportunities will be within 

30 minutes of where you live. 

What we are doing with the Western Parkland City is something that happens once every 

hundred years. 

People like me are working hard to get this thing kick-started.  But it is going to be you and 

your generation – through your unbridled energy and enthusiasm – who will deliver – and 

benefit from – its full potential. 

This is what makes me so excited to turn up every day to work on the Western Parkland 

City.  I’m approaching the latter stages of my career – you have yours ahead of you.  

My role is to help develop this opportunity – it is your responsibility to grasp it.  

I’ve been around the world five times in recent years – but I would not want to be setting 

out on life’s journey anywhere else but in Western Sydney. 

As I look out over this audience of graduates today – I see the future and I have the greatest 

of faith in your ability to take this wonderful city of ours into the future.  


