
I was surprised to learn from page 2 of your "Our true centre: the connected unifying heart" 
("the Summary") that in creating great places, studying elements of how well connected and 
walkable they are; how close jobs, local parks, shops and service are etc., is a new model. If 
cities grow with some level of planning, one would expect that should be the way organised 
development is undertaken. Then again, when it comes to an area I am familiar with, that 
was a rash thought. 

Now retired, I have lived in Epping for nearly 50 years. I have travelled a little, mainly to 
Europe and have time to reflect now on how a more densely settled city functions. When it 
comes to "well connected and walkable", I continue to see opportunities squandered in 
Epping since IBM's early 1970s unsuccessful bid to establish its corporate headquarters on a 
generous site near the station. Instead, the company established this facility in West Pennant 
Hills where there was no train service. Just as IBM has left that site, Cherrybrook station has 
opened, but at a distance of 1 km. 

Macquarie Park has been served by three railway stations since 2009. But the business park 
was established at a time when population pressures were less and their projected growth 
less challenging. Today the Park, and especially roads leading to it, continue to be 
increasingly congested, only partly because much of the area is not within walkable distance 
of any of the stations. And once generous parking is provided, there is resistance to its 
removal. 

Being on both sides of the line, the Epping Town Centre has the advantage of being more 
level and more walkable than many parts of Macquarie Park. Even before the opening of the 
metro to Tallawong, Epping was better-connected, especially by train, than any of the 
Macquarie stations. The Carlingford line has traditionally connected residents along its length 
to the CBD as much as it might serve connections to Parramatta. But now that the Light Rail 
is no longer to connect to the Main Western line at Clyde, those passengers will want to 
travel via Epping. Extending Parramatta Light Rail stage 1 from Carlingford along the route of 
the cancelled Parramatta to Epping railway would improve accessibility and would help 
reduce whatever need there may be for Metro West by providing an alternative route to the 
CBD via Chatswood as envisaged by the partially completed Epping to Chatswood line. Since 
then, there have been major developments at Carlingford and more are planned for the route 
of the Parramatta Light Rail. Completing the light rail to Epping would also encourage those 
living east of Carlingford to look for employment opportunities in Parramatta and Westmead. 

Epping's situation illustrates the folly of casting one's thoughts too narrowly. Being one train 
stop from the heart of Macquarie Park at Macquarie Centre/University, Epping should always 
have been considered when discussing Macquarie Park's inevitable need for expansion of its 
commercial uses. After 100 years of settlement, the Epping Town Centre, though in need of 
more intensive land use, it has some of the other professional services found in a small town 
and which might be lacking in a business park. At the same time, additional commercial 
development, including those catering for extended hours of operation, when so well 
connected by public transport could have avoided the need for the copious amounts of traffic 
inducing, expensive to provide, private parking. In Berlin, the Interior Department is housed 



in a large building (illustrated) in a mainly residential area within walking distance of Bellevue 
station. Despite employing a large number of people, it generates minimal peak hour 
congestion. These thoughts would have had a greater chance of being considered if Epping 
had been in the Ryde LGA. Instead, even when raised, they are ignored. 
 
This brings me to my next point. In the last couple of years, the eastern boundary of the 
Parramatta LGA has been extended to include most of the Epping east of the railway line. 
This was in response to concerns going back many years that the fragmentation of the 
suburb between Parramatta and Hornsby LGAs lead to planning compromises. GPOP is déjà 
vu all over again. Epping is excluded from Macquarie Park because it is not part of the Ryde 
LGA and it is excluded from GPOP, and presumably from Parramatta Council's involvement, 
because the GPOP boundary has been drawn at Pennant Hills Road rather than the LGA 
boundary. This leaves Epping in the no man's land that has led to its being subjected to the 
banishment of local employment, empty shops, disappearing banks and its conversion to an 
over-developed residential monoculture largely devoid of activity in business hours.

The map on page 7 of the Summary shows the forlorn, orphaned Parramatta Light Rail stage 
1 branch line terminated at Carlingford station, so near and yet so far from Carlingford Court 
up the hill and on the other side of Pennant Hills Road where the line might serve some 
purpose for those living along the length of the line. But that is a small portion of its real 
value to open connections to the rest of the Sydney Trains network by extending the line to 
Epping. Some small comfort might be taken from the lonely statement on page 11: "Bus 
route and corridor improvements: Parramatta to Macquarie Park via Epping". This suggests 
that during the 40-year scenarios covered by GPOP (page 4) it is intended to be "all out, all 
change" at Carlingford light rail station when completing the section to Epping should be one 
of the highest priorities given the access to Parramatta it would afford to people from as far 
away as the Central Coast and to many living on the North Shore Line. Meanwhile, Landcorp 
is preparing for sale as a site for over 400 apartments land used by the metro construction 
link to Epping station. This is despite the residential development targets for Epping already 
being exceeded. The cleared site is the ideal location for the Parramatta Light Rail stage 1 to 
terminate near Epping station. 
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