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Of the three councils in the South District, Georges River and Canterbury-Bankstown councils are 
currently set to deliver LEP updates by mid-2020, following NSW Government funding to support an 
accelerated program to implement the District Plan . Sutherland council’s LEP update is due by mid-2021 .

The following provides an overview of District-specific programs and planning using the four 
District Plan themes and the District Structure Plan Map:

Key focus areas emerging for local strategic planning in the 
District as advised by councils include:

• Collaboration to coordinate major infrastructure investments 
with the staging and location of growth

• Increasing investment in fine-grain street level amenity and 
public domain

• Ageing demographic requires changing social and 
community infrastructure needs

• A focus on active transport to connect and strengthen 
centres

• Opportunities for more intense and diverse employment uses 
in industrial lands

• Importance of urban tree canopy cover and landscaped 
areas in responding to climate change and creating great 
places .

• Collaboration Areas:
– Bankstown Health and Education Precinct: NSW Government committed $1 .3 billion in March 2019 for 

Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital upgrades and Western Sydney University has revealed their concept design 
for their new campus in the centre, set to open in early 2022 . The wider planning of the Collaboration Area has 
commenced and includes Bankstown Airport and Industrial surrounds .

– ANSTO innovation precinct: $12 .5 million funding for expansion announced and Collaboration Area planning 
commenced .

– Kogarah: Collaboration Area planning underway .
• School Infrastructure: Upgrades underway or complete for seven primary schools and four high schools in 

the district . Thirteen existing public schools are sharing open space with the public under the Share Our Space 
Program .

Infrastructure 
and 

collaboration

• A place-based approach is being developed by councils in the preparation of Local Strategic Planning 
Statements which are due to commence exhibition by 1 October 2019 .

• Local Housing Strategies: being developed by councils will identify their response to housing need and help 
inform 6–10 year housing targets .

• Housing targets: As a combined total, the South District is on track to meet the 0–5 year housing target for mid 
2016–mid-2021 of 23,250 new dwellings .

• Arts, Culture and Sport: Sutherland Council have chosen a design for the $22 million renovation of Sutherland 
Entertainment Centre following public consultation March–April 2019 .

Liveability

• Strategic Centres:
– Bankstown and Kogarah: focus on Collaboration Area planning along with Innovation precinct at ANSTO 

outlined above .
– Hurstville: Georges River Council resolved to endorse their Hurstville City Centre Urban Design Strategy, with 

a focus on reinforcing the role of Hurstville as the gateway to southern Sydney .Productivity

• Greater Sydney Open Space Program: 2018–19 funding of $6 million committed for Georges River Council to 
secure and improve green space .

• Five Million Trees Program: funding of over $840,000 for Sutherland and Georges River Councils to expand 
urban tree canopy .

Sustainability



Cooks River  
Open Space Corridor  

Green Grid Priority Project

Commenced

Wolli Creek Regional Park  
and Bardwell Valley Parkland 

Green Grid Priority Project

Commenced

Collaboration Area: Bankstown 
health and education precinct 

and Bankstown Airport/Milperra 
industrial and urban services 

precinct underway

Planning

Collaboration Area: Australian 
Nuclear Science and Technology 
Organisation (ANSTO) research 

and innovation precinct 
underway

Planning

Collaboration Area:  
Kogarah health and education 

precinct underway

Planning

Salt Pan Creek  
Open Space Corridor  

Green Grid Priority Project

Commenced

Bankstown to Sydenham  
Open Space Corridor  

Green Grid Priority Project

Commenced

St George Hospital  
$385 million upgrade announced

In Progress

Sydney Metro City and 
Southwest Rail Line: Tunnel 

construction, station excavation 
and upgrades and structural 

works underway

In Progress
WestConnex: New M5 

construction progressing with 
expected completion early 2020

In Progress

Riverwood Estate:  
Planning framework underway

Planning

Sydney to Bankstown Urban 
Renewal Corridor: Following 
consultation on the corridor 

strategy a collaborative planning 
approach proposed in July 2018

Planning

Illawarra Rail Line Corridor 
Green Grid Important Project: 
$6 million upgrades to Kempt 

Field, Hurstville

Commenced
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SutherlandSutherland

Canterbury–BankstownCanterbury–Bankstown

Georges RiverGeorges River

Canterbury-
Bankstown

15% Urban tree canopy
62% of homes within 
400 m walk to open 

space
Sutherland

34% Urban tree 
canopy

72% of homes within 
400 m walk to 

open spaceGeorges 
River

20% Urban tree 
canopy

70% of homes within 
400 m walk to 

open space

Notes:
1 . Tree Canopy and Access to 

Open Space are mapped 
for the Urban Area only

2 . Walking distance to a local 
open space measured 
along the road network 

3 . Tree canopy cover data 
is from NSW Urban 
Vegetation Cover to 
Modified Mesh Block 2016, 
Office of Environment and 
Heritage

4 . Open space data is from 
the Public Open Space 
Audit 2016, Department of 
Planning and Environment

District Context
Metropolitan Rural Area 7%
Protected Natural Area 38%
Urban Area 55%

Tree Canopy Cover

Local Government Area

Urban Area

Protected Natural Area

< 10%

10% to 20%

20% to 30%

30% to 40%

40% to 50%

50% to 60%

> 60%

District waterways
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SutherlandSutherland

Canterbury–BankstownCanterbury–Bankstown

Georges RiverGeorges River

PI 3
Walkable places

PI 4
Addressing urban heat

8%

TAFE

33%

Primary

26%

Secondary

7%

Preschool

22%

University

4%

Other

30-minute city – 
network capability

The South District is home to 10% of the 
Region’s jobs and 16% of the Region’s 
population. In 2016, 43% of the District’s 
working residents worked within the District. 
Between 2006–2016 the South District 
a�racted 7% of the Region’s jobs growth and 
12% of the Region’s population increase. This 
means the District population increase has 
been faster than jobs growth.

In 2016, 36% of the District’s jobs were 
located in industrial precincts and 22% were 
in metropolitan or strategic centres. Growing 
centres and supporting new industries will 
help strengthen jobs growth in the District.

Of the total population of 741,500, 24% 
(180,500 people) were students in 2016.

In 2016, primary school students were the 
highest share of all students in the District at 
33%. This means there is a strong pipeline 
emerging for secondary and tertiary 
education.

30% of students that lived in the District 
were studying at a university or TAFE. There 
has been a major increase in university 
students of 74% between 2006–2016 to 
40,500 students.

In 2016, there were 259,000 dwellings in the 
District. This includes 17,900 new dwellings in 
the period 2006–2016, which is a 7% 
increase in total dwellings.

The types of households that occupied these 
total dwellings included:

• 39% couples with children;
• 21% couples with no children; and
• 19% lone person households.

The largest total increase in household type 
between 2006–2016 was couples with 
children, which increased by 9,400 
households (11%).

Over the 2018–19 summer Bankstown 
experienced 20 days over 35ºC and 
Canterbury experienced 9 days over 35ºC.

Green infrastructure including trees and 
other vegetation as well as water in the 
landscape are an important part of 
place-making and can also help mitigate 
urban heat.

Currently, the South District has a slightly 
higher proportion of tree canopy cover in the 
urban area (24%) compared to the Greater 
Sydney Region as a whole (21%).

In 2017, 13% of all trips in the South District 
were walking trips, while 18% of all trips 
across the region were walking trips. 

Walking distance to open space becomes 
more important as densities increase, as 
does the need for public spaces. Measured 
using the street network, across the District:

• 66% of low-medium density dwellings are 
located within 400 metres walk to open 
space; and

• 34% of high-density dwellings are located 
within 200 metres walk to open space.

The network capability tool measures 
30-minute travel by public transport (based 
on current infrastructure and 2018 
timetabled service provision in the 
6am-10am morning peak). It shows:

• 24% of the District’s dwellings are within 
30-minutes by public transport to a 
metropolitan centre or cluster; and

• 98% of the District’s dwellings are  within 
30-minutes by public transport to a 
metropolitan or strategic centre.

Access to metropolitan 
and strategic centres (2018)

All walking trips (2017–18) Tree canopy (2016)

Total Jobs: 204,000 Total Students: 180,500 Total dwellings: 259,000
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21%24%

South
District

Region

18%
13%

South
District

Region

Job types (2016) Education type (2016) Housing type (2016)

58%
separate

house

19%
apartments

23%
medium

density

26%
Health and
education

35%
Population
serving

19%
Industrial

19%
Knowledge-

intensive

PI 2

Evolving to a Metropolis of Three Cities
PI 1 Jobs, education and housing

For details of data source please refer to Greater Sydney Dashboard
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