
 

17 December 2019 

Lucy Turnbull  
Chief Commissioner  
Greater Sydney Commission  
PO Box 257  
PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124  

Our Ref: FP99 
  

 
Dear  Ms Turnbull 
 
 
Place-based Infrastructure Compact Pilot 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Place-based Infrastructure Compact (PIC) pilot. 
Council is generally supportive of adopting a collaborative approach to planning for the 
infrastructure necessary to create great places.  
 
However, on reading through the pilot PIC document, there are a number of concerns.  
 
The document does not give sufficient information to enable detailed assessment. It is not clear 
what data and assumptions were used to create the scenarios, or what criteria were used to 
determine which scenario should proceed. The document suggests that projects are subject to 
viability testing but does not describe what happens should a project be assessed as being 
unviable. For example, if the transformative scenario is recommended but proves ultimately to be 
unviable, how does the PIC progress? 
 
The document also does not adequately address what the potential implications are for a Council 
as a result of the PIC process. It is assumed that the PIC would be incorporated in a Council’s 
Local Strategic Planning Statement, however it is not clear what the process for this might be and 
how the PIC aligns with the District and Region plans. 
 
Whilst the PIC considers many types of infrastructure required in the creation of great places, it 
appears that it relies heavily on transport infrastructure. Whilst other types of infrastructure are 
identified, they appear to be flagged for further investigation in 5-10 years with no apparent funding 
stream considered. It is not clear how this approach provides any additional certainty to the 
community or Council. The PIC does not appear to give consideration to other elements of place 
making including urban design and public domain works.  
 
Noting that the creation of better places underpins many of the Region and District Plan priorities, 
solutions are needed now for areas already identified for growth and where efforts to align 
infrastructure with growth continue to be challenging. This includes delays in gap funding under the 
Local Infrastructure Growth Scheme, delays in the IPART review process, limitations of the 
essential works lists and delays in implementation of infrastructure under the State Special 




